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walk off unless they get more money, and
that the people in the North are not threat-
ening to walk off, but are prepared to
battle on, I hope that the present Govern-
wment will take the position of the North
inte consideration.

Ilon. . Thomson: I presume they are
retting enongh to eaf.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: When I was at
Carnarvon three months ago sheep were
being shipped from Geraldton, having been
fattened in the southern areas, carvied hy
steamer to Carnarvon and in Carnarvon
were slaughtered by the butcher for domes-
tic purposes. Beef was being brought from
Wyndham in the State steamers’ freez-
ers,  landed  at  Carnarvon, and  dis-
tributed amongst  the  stations  over
a radius of 1000 miles. That is the
pozition these men find  themselves in
after battling for so many vears. All
J ask is that members individnally and col-
lecetively see that evervbody has a fair
deal.  That is all we want, but T do not
think we have had it. 1 am hoping for
better things from the CGovernment and
shall be disappeinted if they do net give
gonwe assistance to the people of the North.

The Honorary Minister: What kind of
assistance are yvou antiempating?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T have seen a sug-
gestion in the Press that the renis should
he redueed. Half a loaf is better than no
bread.

The Honorary Minister: I think the pas-
torakists are well satisfied with the way
this Gevernment has freated them.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: They are not com-
plaining now; bat is the pasteral indusiry
to o out of existence for want of support?
Is the agrienltural industry to be spoon-fed
hevause the men threaten to walk off their
holdings it they do not get assistanee? On
the other hand because the sqnatter goes
battling on and makes no complaint, is his
site of the question not to be considered at
ail? I ask members to see that all sec-
tion< of the community et a fair deal.

The Honorary Minister: You must rea-
li=e that every request which has heen
made by the pastoralists in a reazonable
aml decent sort of wax has been considered
and dealt with by this Government.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The question is
what decision did the Government arrive
at? T have raised these points simply in
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order that the Honorary Minisier may tell
us when he replies what the Government
propese to do to assist these people. The
Lieuf.-Governor’s speech concluded with an
expression of hope that Providence might
hless our Iabours. If this Government and
Parhament will see that each and every
section of the community get a fair deal,
surely we may expect that Frovidence will
hless cur labours.

On motion by Hon, C. . Wittenoom
debate adjourned.

Hanse adjourned at 8.11 pm.
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The SPRAKER took the Chair at £30
p-in., and read pravers.

QUESTION—QUEENSLAND FORESTS,
LTD.

AMr. WATTS asked the Premier: 1, Is he
aware that a large number of West Austra-
lian eitizens are shareholiders i Queensland
Forests, Limited. a company registered in
New South Wales? 2, Has he noticed the
statements regarding that company and its
associated corporations made by Mr. John
Ness, member for Dulwich Hill in the New
South Wales House of Assembly, as reported
in the “West Australian” newspaper in
June? 3. As these statements, if true, indi-
cate that there 1s considerable risk of loss
and hardship being inflicted on a large num-
her of persons in this State, will he give
consideration to  assoeiating the Waestern
Australian Governmenf with a request being
made to the Federal Government for a
Koyal C'ommission to inquire into the activi-
ties of the company mentioned?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Premier) replied: 1, The Government has
no information on the matter. 2, Yes. 3,
The matter will reeeive consideration.

QUESTION—AIRPORT, RENAMING.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH asked the
Premier: 1Is it his intention o lay the
corrgspondence  in  connection  with the
naming of the Bullsbrook airport on the
Table of the House?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Premier) replied: If a motion is made to
that effect, the Government will offer no
objection to placing the papers on the
Table.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Licut.-Governor re-
veived and read notifying assent to Supply
Bill (No. 1), £2,200,000.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Fifth Day.
Debate resnmed from 13th Aungust,

MER. NEEDHAM (Perth) [4.37] (con-
tinning his remarks from the 13th August) :
When addvessing the Flouse a few days ago
1 referred to the employment poliey of the
Governmmnent., I had intended then to quote
some figures having an important bearing
on that question, hbut at the time they were
not available. 1 have them now, and with
the indulgence of the House I shall revert
to that part of my address and quote figures
from the Commonwealth Lahour Report No.
25 of 1934. The report gives particulars of
conditions pertaining to relief work in the
various States of the Commonwealth, I
shall not again deal with the position in
other States, but shall rvefer only fo the
position in Western Australia, as follows:—

Amounts required for sustenunce and general
relief of destitution are provided by the Gov-
ernment from Consolidated Revenue In 1930-
31 sustenance payments amounted to £436,146
and expenditure on relief works to £149,435,
and in 1931-32 expenditure on sustenance was
£643,996 and on relict works £1,202,347. In
1932-33 expenditure on sustenance amounted
to £346,956 (of which £149,833 was for sus-
tenance work) and on reproductive relief work
to £1,183,864 Tn 1933-34 the expenditure from
Revenue was £232,192, representing £176,203
for rations and lodging, £49,239 on sustenance
work, £2,274 for grants to institutions: and
£4,476 on firewood and miscellaneous, and on
reproductive relief work £1,384,897. In 1934-
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35 the expenditure from Revenue amounted to
£72,497, consisting of £52,748 for rations and
lodgings, £16,195 on sustenance work, £481
for grants to institutions; and £3,073 om fire-
wood and miscellaneous, and the expenditure
on reproductive relief work was £2,077,326. Ia
1935-36 the expenditure from Revenue um-
ounted to £49,870, consisting of £32,205 for
rations and lodgings, £14,595 for sustenance
work, £156 for grants to institutions, and
£2 824 for firewood and misecllancons, whilst
the expenditure on reproduetive relief wuork
was £2,173,808,

These figures prove conclusively, it such
proof were wanting, that during the regime
of the Collier Administration from 1933 to
1936 there was a change from the systemn of
spending considerable amounts on  susten-
anee and sustenance work only and lesser
amounts on  really reproductive public
works. Thwring the regime of the Govern-
ment headed by Mr. Collicr we find the
opposite position, namely o lesser amount
of monev being spent on sustenance work
and sustenanee only and a greater amount
of money on reproductive works.,  These
figures prove the contenfion I advanced
earlier in iy address as to the effectiveness
in this respect of the Government headed by
A, Collier from 1933 to 1936. 1 now come
to o matter of Government poliey with
which T do not agree, and with which 1 have
not agreed duving the three vears I have had
the honoar te he a member of this Chanther,
| refer to the Government’s poliey of dis-
migsing wen Hrom Government serviee upon
attaining the nge of 65 years, ivvespective of
the physicai and mental condition of these
men.  Dismissals in the railway serviee are,
I believe, more numerons than in any other
Government department. 1 apeak partien-
Lavly of the railway serviee because 1 have
had soine experience of railway work in
Western Australia, 1 know that men are
being dismissed from that sexvice at the age
of G5 vears althongh they are mentally and
physically it to carry on the work upon
which they have been engaged—in every way
fit. The plea has been advanced that the
distuiz=al of men whe have renched the age
of (5 vears makes way for veurger men.
That theory, however, has not worked out in
practiee, so far as | see. I wish to point ont
inconsistency on the part of the Government
in this regovd. Whilst they have pursued
the policy of dismissing from the Govern-
ment serviee men upon attaining the age of
G5 years, they have put into Government
posifions men who are much older than 65.

Mr. Thorn: That is the point.
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Mr. NEEDHAM: Men who have aitained
the atlotted span of three score years and
ten.

Mi. Thorn: Wheo are they?

Mr. NEEDILAM: Theose men have heen
appointed to positions by the Government
despite the tact that other men have been
dismissed hbeeanse they have reached the age
of 65 vears.

Mr. Sampson: Arve vou going to all this
trouble to prove the Government ineon-
sistent !

Mr. NEEDHAM: I wight tell the hon.
mewmber {hat T do aceuse the Government of
inconsistency in this regard. 1 do not wish
it to he thought that T am reflecting on any
man who has bheen appointed by the Gov-
ermment to any position and whose age is
over B3 vears, Not at all. I believe those
men are quite capable wmentally of doing
the work entrusted 1o theiv care. But l
also contend that other men who have been
dismissed from the raiiways and othee ser-
vices are also physically and mentally fit to
earry on their work.

Mr. Thorn: What you want is consist-
ency.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The position becomes
mueh worse when we know that the men
dismissod, or many of them, bhave nothing
to look forward to except, perhaps, the old
age pension,  [f is not possible for any man
who has been working at the ordinary rate
of wauzes, who perhaps has never goi above
the basie wage, vet who has reared a family
and eduented that family so far as his finan-
cial positien wounld allow—if is quite im-
possible for him to make any provision for
the dechining veavs of s life out of the
rate of wage he has been receiving.  Yet
although he is physically and mentally fit,
when he reaches 63 years of age he is thrown
on the serap heap with nothing to look for-
ward to buat the old age pension, If there
were a system of superannuation that would
heip hiny, of course my complaint wounld not
be so marked. I sincerely hope the Govern-
ment  will reconsider those men and in
future, when a man reaches 85 veurs of awe,
will permit his case to be viewed on its
merits; if he is still physieally and mentally
fit to earry on the work, then let him ¢on-
tinue, but if not, of course, T suppose he
will have to go. Now I wish to bring under
the notice of the Government, parficularly
that of the Minister for Works, the necessity
for tryving to come to some agreement with
the Perth City Council in eonneetion with
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the foreshore. It is well known that a plan
has been prepared und the work actualiy
started Tor a splendid promenade along the

foreshore from the Causeway down m
the Mounts Bay Ruoad, and continuing
right on round the rviver. Portion of
that work has heenn  completed, but
there 15 a  bavrier hetween  Barrack-
street und  Mounts Bav-road.  The then
Minister for Works received a  deputa-

tion from the City Council which waited on
him at his own request. That deputarion
represented the works coimmittee of the City
Council, and the suzeestion was made that
A joini eommiitee representing the Publie
Worles Department and the City Council
should be appointed 10 try to determine the
question of control belween Bmrrack-street
and Mounts Bay-road. That was over two
years ago. [ helieve that joint committee
was appointed and held one meeting., bhat
that was all that happened. [ venture to
say that i a decision counld be arvrived at
regarding the control of that area of land
it wounld be n long step towards making the
vity beautiful. Fvervbody admits that when
that promenade is completed it will be a
thing of beauty and a joy forever, and [
hope the Minister for Works, whoever he
may be in the reconstructed Ministry, will
trv to bring this matter to some finality,
Hon. . G, Latham: You are aware that

the Kast Perth eleetors turned down that
proposal?
Mr. NEEDIHAM: That proposal was

never put hefore the electors of Kast Perth.

Hon. C. G, Latham: Oh ves, it was. Dur-
ing the election campaign I heard you vour-
self mention it from a lorry.

A, NEBEDHAM : The hon. member never
did,

ALy, Marshall: Where did you expeci to
find him; standing on his head, or on a
lorry?

Mr. NEEDHAM: The land T am spoiis-
ing of is not in Easl Perth electorate, but
in the electornte of Perth. I want to see
the City of Perth, heautiful though it is
already, made still more beautiful, and I
helieve that can be done if the City Coure’l
and the Government can reach an under-
standing on the question of the contro! of
that area of land.

Hon. C. G, Latham: The Government
have very mueh more important things fhan
that to consider.

AMr. NEEDHAM: T am aware of that.
T am aware also that if my friend had his
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way, not only wounld there not be any money
spent in the eity of Perth, but he would
have no money spent in the metropolitan
area. e has told us here time and tima
again that be wanfs all available money
spent in the country.

Hon. C. G. Lathani: You are as far wrong
in that as you arc in most instances,

Mr. NEEDHAM: You were never right,
but yon were very far wrong in the statd-
ment you made just now. For, as any mem-
ber who cares to search “Hansard” will find,
the burden of the hen. member’s speechas
hag been that money must not be spent in
the metropolitan area.

Hon. C. ¢G. Latham: Not until the agri-
cultural industry is properly established.

Mr. NEEDHAM: So for once the hon.
member is consistent, and I hope he will
preserve that eousistency in the future. Now
there is only one other matter to which 1
would call the attention of the Government,
namely, vouth employment. I read the
other day a report by the commiitee or the
trustees who were commissioned to advise
some plan for the spending of £25,000 raised
by the people of the State for youth employ-
ment. I notice that they arrived at a deter-
mination on eertain things. I rememk~r in-
trodueing to the present Minister £7. Bm-
ployment a deputation from the Boys’ Em-
ployment League asking that he should give
some help to the work of that league. I
must say the Minister accorded to the depu-
tation very sympathetic consideration, and I
notice in the report to which I have alluded
that the question is one that will be referred
to later. The Boys’ Employment League
have done wonderfully good werk during the
last few years in trying to put boys into
cmployment. They bave not confined them-
selves to hoys, for T know they have been
instrumental in putting adults into oceupa-
tion in very good positions. I bhave always
complained that the Government have not
given the Boys’ Employment League the
monetary assistance that the leagne should
zet, commensurate with the work they have
done. Let me just quote a few figures to
show what has been done by the Boys’ Em-
ployment League. The number of regis-
trations reeeived by the league in 43 years
has been 7,222 and the number of positions
ohtained for lads in the same peried 7,177.
I wish to stress the point that the Boys’
Employment League have striven to get the
very best wages for boys they have sent fo
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positions; and net only the very best wages,
but also the best conditions of labour. The
weekly influx of unemployed lads is approxi-
mately 33 at present, growing to 40 or 44
per week later in the year. The weskly
placement of lads is at present 30, growing
to 40 per weck later in the year. The aver-
age placenient week by week throughout the
whole 4%, wvears has been 31. The above
fizures on population constitutes an Aus-
tralian record, and is believed on popula-
tion to constitute an Empire record. The
past Government placed at the disposal of
the league an officer—on very little over the
automatic range—to act as seeretary, made
available the use of an office on the top floor
of the Treasury building, and supplied one
typewriting machine, ong¢ telephone and
some stationery. To this the present Gov-
ernment added recently a cash grant of £100
—or 34d. per head for each placement made.
Now let us compare this treatment of the
leagure by the present Government and their
tnmediate predecessors with the treatment
accorded to similar organisations in other
States of the Commonwealth, and in Sounth
Africa and New Zealand. South Africa
has provided 12 burcanx for the placement
of boys and girls af an approximate annual
cost of £30,000. Placement in South Africa
is 50 per cent. higher than in Western Aus-
tralia. Vietoria grants the movement 10
fully-paid officers plus free advertising on
railway stations and in frams and buses,
plus free printing and postages and wires,
plus free fares in many instances and plus
a grant from the Government in 1935 of
£2,500. Queensland has a special depart-
ment or portion of a department dealing
with youth employment, fully staffed and
satis€actorily operating, free scholarships for
unemployed boys, a special wage sabsidy to
farmers, ete. In New Sonth Wales, the hoys’
employment movement recently received
from the Government a grant of £22.400,
which was preceded by £20,000, or £42,200
in all. Here also many amenities are granted
which do not oceur in Western Australia.
In every State excepting Western Australia
there are cither large grants or free fares
for boys, or hoth. New Zealand provides
spectal assistance in cash and kind, while
there are also wage subsidy schemes in oper-
ation. In Victoria there is also a special
burean connected with apprenticeships, and
boys or young men are allowed to enter at
any age as apprenfices to many of the
trades. I have quoted these figures only
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to show that the Boys’ Employment League
in this State are not receiving as much Gov-
ernment assistance as they deserve. I know
that the officer working there is not getiing
the basie wage, He does not content him-
self with working just the ordinary hours,
hut works all sorts of hours whenever neces-
sary, he and the man in charge. I impress
upon the Government the nced for giving
greater financial assistance to the league.
When finality is reached as te the utilisa-
tion of the £23,000 raised for vouth employ-
ment, I hope the league will receive some
assistance.

MRS. CARDELL-QLIVER (Subiaco)
[2.0]: I wish to preface my remarks with
an expression of regret at the retirement
of the Hon. I’. Collier as head of the Gov-
ernment. We are proud eof our demoeratic
heritage, which cnables us to regard poli-
tical opponents, of whatever party, as men
whese desire has been and is to serve fheir
country, and 1 jein with other members in
expressing the sincere hope that Mr. Col-
lier will be speedily restored to health and
enabled to return te his duties in the
House. Owing to the fact that I was not a
member of the last Parliament, I eannot
join with other members in their eulogistic
remarks regarding vour rulings, Mr.
Speaker, during vour previous term of
oftice. However, 1 bow with pleasure to the
august ruling which you have piven since
I came to this House and have joined
the honourable hatless members. The Press
remark on a ruling thab there are no ladies
in the House is somewhat embarrassing as
it forces the conclusion that there are no
zentlemen, 1 trust that hon. members will
allow this ruiing of sex negation to per-
meate all discussions whenever a diserim-
inating measure against either sex comies
before the House. I have many subjects
which T wish to toueh upon, but in doing
s0 I wish to make it elear that T have no
desire unfairly to criticise the Government
for their failure to fulfil the promises made
during their last term of office, Neither
have I any desire to culogise the Treasurer’s
dexterity in balancing the budget. In
common honesty towards general prineiples
every Government endeavours to put 1its
programme into effect, but its capacity to
do so is limited by the ability and vision of
its members. The now famous balaneed
hudget has gained the applause of the capi-
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talist world, whieh must be very gratifying
lo a socialist Government, althoush
methods to effeet the equation must have
given qualms of conscience to some mem-
bers. It is quite cvident that the ex-
Treasurer reaped where he had not sown.
It is also quite evident that any CGovern-
ment eould have balanced the budget had
it pursued the same means as the last Gov-
ermment, but it is doubtful whether any other
Government would have attempted to do so
in view of the distressing circumstances in
which many of our people were placed. In
listening to the speeches 1 have been struck
by the fact that litlle eredit has heen given
to the Federal Government for the inerensed
disabilities grant of some £200,000. Tt may
be argued that the inercase was long over-
due, but that does not alter the fact that the
Premier had that money which agsisted
him to balance the budget. We have not
heard anything of the amusements tax re-
mitted by the Federal Government and
promptiy reimposed by the State. Further,
during the second year of the Govern-
ment’s term of office, £33,000 was given
hy the Federal Government so that the
youth of the State should rececive special
consideration, The youth of this State are
stil, “vaiting not only for special consider-
ation but for even ordinary consideration.
That was a debt of honour, and we are still
awaiting its payment. There was also a
sum of £62,000 which was taken from the
State S8awmills acecount for which the Gov-
erniment ean elaim no kudes. A further
sum of a quarter of a million—to be exaat,
£234,523—was taken from the pockets of
the public by means of games of chance.
the proceeds of which were used fo finance
hospitals and other institutions. These in-
stitutions should be and are the direct con-
cern of any Government. Then we had the
Government’s wind-raising raids on the
starting-price betting shops which netted
the Government some thousands of pounds
in fines without any suggestion that they
were designed to cure the evil. The rais-
ing of funds, cither for general revenue or
for the provision of social services, by any
questionable means—and I consider the
last two methods quesiionable—is a matter
for condemnation, and muost tend to dis-
eredit the legislative ability of members of
this House, and further to diseredit the
demoeratic system under which we fune-
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tion, a system which can live only so long
as the people have faith in the integrity
and ability of their administvators.

Hon. W, . Johnsen: You must eonsider
control as well.

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: Those huge
amounts are apart {tom the proceeds of
the emergeney tax, which is notorious for
having strayed from its legitimate path—a
path which the public helieved was one of
real emergeney—to some sort of a vew in-
come tax, which 1 helieve any Government
will find difficult to relingquish.  The desire
ta effeet a balanred hudget was the legiti-
mate longing of a Treasuver who doubtless
strove to show to MAustralin amt the world
the wonderful pussibilicies of this State and
to attract capital for investment, or perhaps
he might have had lLis honourable eve on
the possibility of secuving a Lurther loan,
but it serves no nseful purpose to pretend
that we are bubbling over with prosperily
while we sbill have thousands of men on
relief work, in receipt of sustenance, or
seeking employment.  Before any hndget
was balanced, humanity demanded that the
claims of those men should have heen met.

Oppositien memher: Hear, hear!

Mr. Raphuel: Tt was your Government
who did it.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: This is my
speech.

Mr. Raphael: And it was his interjec-
tion,

Mrs. CARDELL-OL1IVER: The Govern-
ment have again promised fo deal with the
problem of nnemploviment, and it will he
interesting (o sce how they are going to do
it without resorting to Lurther taxation. Tn
the Lient.-Giovernor’s Speech we were re-
minded that striet economy and close super-
vision of C(rovernment accounts musg be
maintained, Bui the Tabour Government is
notorious for hig horrowing and bad spend-
ing.  Out of £88,000,000 horrowed hv the
State the Labour (Government borrowed and
spent in nine vears £33,345,000, and during
1934 they inercased their borrowing on the
amonut of the previous year by £3,500,000.
The publie indebtedness has inercased by
£20 per head since 1932; taxation has in-
creased over 33 per cent.,, while population
has increased by only 13 per cent. in the
last ten years. The soundness of horrowing
does not rest upon cur needs bul npon our
ability to reply, and further leans ean only
he warranted if assets ave to he created. 1t is
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diffienlt for anyone to understand the para-
doxical attitude of the Labour Government
~—a Government whose avowed palicy of the
nationalisation of all industries is well know.
Yet we have a Government who can with
eclat grant huge mining concessions to rieh
niining men, a Government that ean applaud
on the one hand secondary private indus-
tries, awd on the other deliberately endenv-
our to chase off the roads an established
motor hus service by spending £84,000 of
public money, a Government whose Ministers
can reply to a dleputation of responsible
citizens requesting a grant for the free dis-
tribution of milk to necessitous childven that
althongh sympathetic no funds were avail-
able, and vet within a few davs another
Minister ean announce the Government’s in-
tention to spend £84,000 on an unwarranted
trolley lms service. Do the Govermnent
realise that that money would have heen
sulficient 1o provide a free ration of milk
to every necessitous ¢hild in the wmetropolitan
suburban arca for at least 20 vears? Had
the Government been actuated by a genuine
desire fo help suburban transport, the new
serviee could have gone vin Hay-street,
Rokeby-road to  Nedlands, thus passing
through o thickly populated aren.  This
would equally well have served the Univer-
sity, and reached the destination with only
a couple of minutes difference i tine.
Apart from Nedlands, we have the isolated
district of Jelimont, mainly composed of
workers, mostly Government supporters, al-
most without transport facilities. The new
serviece eould have heen taken via Hay-
strect, Jolunont and Wembley to City
Beach, thus giving ready acvess to the sea
to residents of Perth, West Perth, Subiaco,
Daglish and Wembley, and correspondingly
casy aceess {o the eity, while it would also
have opened up new huilding tireas in close
proximity te the eity. Apart from that, if
this irresistible urge fo spend on transport
could not he controlled, the money eould
have beeh utilised in country distriets which
are erying out for transport. Have not we
the sorry plight of the farmer being denied
the right to handle his own goods in his own
way, in order that revenue fromn slow-mov-
ing railways, without coneerted and ade-
quate  deliveries at  either end, might he
holstered np—railwiys that are reminiscent
of the davs of the 6 h.p. motor car, or even
worse? [f we have public money to spend
on fransport. swrely the direction in which
to spend it is where it will serve develop-



[35 Avgust, 1936.]

ment purpose~ mozsl.  Nevertheless we have
a Government faced with every sort of de-
velopmental reguirement deliberately throw-
ine away C54000 on a service that is ade-
quately provided for and upon which they
need not have spent one penny. The ex-
Trea~urer. in balaneing the budget, did not
take into consideration the appalling posi-
tion of the farmers. Men on whom the State
depends ave leaving the land in inereasing
numbers; they are in the city in hundreds
either secking employment or on relief works
or on sustenance, dHow much hetter it would
be to wive them sustenanee 1o keep them on
the land and to have cancelled the interest
ou their debfs. The Government knew that
they would not get the interest and conld
eazly have eaneelled it rather than nave
allowed the farmers to abandon their hold-
ings.  Abmndoned farms are a menace to
any sountry. ln some instances ihe gronpies
can be seen oecupying worn-ealen, roof-
leaking shacks, and their catile dying of
starvation, whereas perhaps an adjoining
holding  has 2 nerlecily  good  house
aml  a  good supply  of  fodder but
owing to red tape and diflicult  con-
ditions  the men  eannot make use of
the hetter houses and the wasting fodder.
Surch is the treatment from a Government
whirh talked in conference ahout private
banks skimndng the eream of the credit
issne, the need for inereasing the purchasing
power, and the desive to end poverty amidst
plenty. Not only is such talk paradoxieal,
but it is sheer humbuy and evewash.  Not
only did the Government skim the eream but
they took the entire bowl of ereamn. They
allowedl these peaple to live nnder eonditions
that are comparable only with those of
Chingse peasants. 1t would be interesting
to know how numy farmers have during the
depres<ion been forved off the land hy pi-
vate morteaeees. [ snggest that the muanher
would probably he many less than in the
case ol those who were foreed off the land
by the Agricultural Bank under the auspices
of a benevolent Labour Government. We
talk about tvaniny and poverty in  Italy,
CGermany, Russia and other countries, hut
we lave poverty and fyranny in our own
comparatively prosperous country. 1 dety
any wemher to find anywhere in ltaly or
Giermany such hopeless farms= and hopeless
tarmers as we have in Western Australia
to-day,  When the Premier made his historic
reterence to the eountry returning to nor-
mality, | take it he meant that thoze valnes

141

upon which the State depends tor norniality
had to some extent returned. Wool, wheat
and gold, whicl vefleet their better prices
through industry and ¢ommeree, primarily
helped the Premier to halance his budeet.
Unfuortunately these increased values arvived
tue Jate to be of any as<istauce {o onr Jis-
tressed farmers, so deeply indebiud that they
had reached the stage when i manna fell
from Heaven itself they could not have
henefited their ereditors. What was needed
was humanitarian statesmanship and  con-
sideration, pending o vealisation of their
shiare of the values, the decline of which had
brought them su mueh misery. £ world in-
dieations point aright, we will see the men
hegeared watching  prices soar and  soar,
when sueh prices would have jeunt salva-
tion (o them ecould they have refained
thewr holdings. Iu this respect the poliey of
the Government  towavds  the  distressed
fariners has not only been rminous to the
State but utkerly unstatesmanlike. Not ouly
has the Bulget been balanced at the expense
of these prople, but at the expense of their
wifortunate children, muny ot whom have
been foreed into the €3 clags which
cugenders  in themr  bhad  tendiencies  that
help to develop a chnracter which in later
lile will cause these children to seek revenge
on society For their early untair upbringing.
Crimes in youtl will lead to a degenerate
minhood; full gaols, hospitals and homes nre
the natural corollary and the greater cost of
nuatintaining all these institutions.  Fvery
responsible citizen is aware of the difliculties
ronfronfing any Govermment in finaneiny the
inerensing social services, bat if the con-
ditions beeome inereasingly difficult for men
to timl work, it is obvious that the Govern-
ment musg face the faet that children must
be fed. No party ean shirk this issue, The
Free Milk Couneil bas ascertained that in
some of the schools one-sixih of the children
are nnder-nonrished.  In the Child Welfare
retirn published lnst vear it was stated that
the increase in the number of epidemies
amongst children was due to malnutntion.
The league’s nutritional comwiitee recont-
mendded that immediate steps De taken, as a
public charge or otherwise, to meet the nutri-
tional needs of that section of the com-
mymity with low ineomes; it also advoeated
that an adequate supply of milk should be
made available for children. Western Aus-
tralia is a cowparatively poor conntry, and
npny peaple live on  comparatively small
ineomes, 16 44 Erequently not realised that
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many familics of three are living on a guinea
a week, families of four on 28s. a week, and
families of six on two guineas a week.
Many parents with large families are living
on £3 a week. Such parents cannot provide
an adequnate supply of fresh milk for their
children. There is no ground for the ex-
euses that are put forward as to why this
milk should not be given. 1t is suggested
that the children will be looked upon s
objects of echarity, that the parents them-
selves may object to the children receiving
free milk, and that those who can afford to
pay will take advantage of the system. Such
objections are not only puerile but absurd.
The Free Milk Couneil has experienced none
of these objections. A letter was written to
the parents of all the children at one par-
tieular school where free milk was wiven,
and all the replies were of a thankful nature
expressing delight at the Interest taken
in the youngsters. As the childven are
weighed and measured before they receive
the milk, thex feel they are of some
importance, and are developing a milk con-
seience. Those who can afford to pay for
the milk are inereasing in numhber. The
councit has experienced no difficulting in
selecting those children whose parvents are
in poor cirecumstances.  The Government
will find it very easy to ascertain the incomes
of the parents concermed. T suggest Lhat
the distressing circumstanees of these child-
ren might be relicved by a grant from the
Gavernment of at least £1,500 a year, to be
spent on the issue of free milk. I further
sugeest that the Government should establish
domestic science classes attached to all
schools with an attendanee of 80 children
or over. Where the children can obtain a
midday meal at cost this would not only
ensnre more thorongh domestic seience train-
ing, so necessary in girls, but after the initial
equipment had been provided the cost of
snpplying the meals would be met by the
children. Many children now reccive a few
pence with which fo buy their luncheon
daily. This money is spent in sweels, cake
and other ways. The children who get the
money are not in the Al class. If parenis
knew that a wholesome midday meal could
be provided, they would see that the pennies
they gave were spent in that direction. The
system has been functioning in America for
many years, in Vietoriz to some extent, and
here in a limited way. If the syslem were
adopted in a wholesale manner, I feel sure
the State would benefit by the improvemant
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in the physique of the children. It would
also benefit by a decrease in the cost of
maintaining our hospitals, homes and other
institutions. 1 am very glad to see that a
grant has been given from the Youth and
Motherhood Appeal Fund to hospitals and
clinics, but that does not dispose of the hos-
pital question. We still bave the ¢onstant
impecuniosity of hospitals and the freguent
public appeals, in the face of the tax of
13d. in the pound. Hospitals are a Govern-
ment responsibility, and not the responsibi-
lity of lotteries or anything of that kind
Until the Government take up this question
whole-heartedly and legislate for the health
of the people, the community will never be
a contented one. Recently in Subiaco sev-
eral cases of septicaemia broke out. Three
maternal deaths were recorded and two
habies died as the result of the disease. The
private hospitals are excellently run and in
fairness to then the Government should hold
an inquiry into the cause of the outbreaks
of septicaemia. Such an inquiry would give
the Government a good idea of the risks to
which women are exposed in child-bearing.
So many mistakes have been made with land
settlement schemes that I am eertain the
Leaders of the Governments concerned have
never grasped the cssentials of land settle-
ment, More use should be made of the tal-
ents and experience of the 80 members who
comprise the Parliament of this State. If
permanent non-party Parliamentary commit-
tees were established, with power to co-opt
outside experts in an honorary ecapa-
eity, I feel sure that much wvalunble
time would be saved. These committees
would act as informing agents as it were
for the two Hounses. The system is followed
in other parts of the world, and has proved
exceedingly valuable.

My, Hegney: Do you suggest getting rid
of Ministers?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Some of them.
Such committees would save much valuable
time and would obviate many of the heinous
mistakes that are now made. Amongst others
I suggest such a committee to investi-
gale the land settlement schemes, ascertain
the reasons for our past failures, and pave
the way for wiser and better legislation. In
the past we have followed the system of
placing inexperienced men on the land, lead-
ing them up with debt, and expecting them
to avoid the inevitable disaster. We have
large areas of land which could be made
available free to approved societies, which
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could organise their own members in their
own way. I believe that under such con-
ditions our land settlement would move along
very much better and much more soundly
finanecially, The Quukers of England have
settled thousands of people on the land dur-
ing the last three or four vears. In Pales-
tine more than 33,000 persons have been
absorbed annually. The Jewish Board in
Palestine has converted the sandy hills into
flowering orchards. It has often been said
in this MHouse that the wrong type of settler
has come to Australia. That is not true. The
type is exactly the same as that with which
the British Government are dealing now.
They have been successful in settling on the
land numbers of families, miners from
Wales, and others.

The Minister for Mines: There are 32,000
fewer farms there than there were
three years ago.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I should like
to challenge those figures. I have not long
returned from England, so that I know
what T am talking about. To-day Great
Britain is successfully placing hundreds
of people on the land. Large estates are
being cut up, and ex-miners are being set-
tled upon them. The reason why the Im-
perial Government are suceessful is that
they have plaeed this work in the hands
of experienced and practical men. When
the holding reaches the productive stage
these supervisors find markets for the pro-
duee. The (Government of this State has
been a worthy example of how notf te do
things in connection with the land. A lack
of Government sympathy, understanding
and commonsense has driven hundreds of
people off the land. Tihese people can be
seen in Great Britain te-dav walking round
as sandwich men telling the community not
to go to Australia. We ave aware that the
cost to the Government of relief work is
approximately £5 per week per man. This
i< made up of £2 15s. for wages, and £2 5s.
for material and overheads. In two years
the cost of this relief work comes fo
approximately £500 per man. A land set-
tlement scheme to re-establish our farms
by giving work to suitable relief men and
ultimately placing them on those farms,
wonld save money to the Government and
ereate assets for the CGovernment. If dur-
ing the first year £125 were given in wages
and the balance in equipment, during the
second year less in the way of wages and

1w
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the halance in equipment up to £500 to
inelude super, sced, and stock, and if cap-
able the men were given a 99 vears lease, and
the rental were based on produetion and
nof upon fictitious Government values, I
feel sure that within a couple of years
there wounld be no abandoned farms. Ii
would serve to preserve the State’s secur-
ity and help in providing work without en-
tailing ithe present appalling losses, It
would save the necessity for many of these
men keeping two homes, which at present
they are forced to do, and under such con-
ditions they eke out a mere existence. The
member for Perth (Mr. Needham) eriticised
the Youlh and Motherhood Appeal. Tf one
cannot he constructive in one’s observaiions,
I think it unwise to talk destruetively, and
1 hope that anything I say whilst I am in
this House will he regarded as constrctive.

My, Hegnev: I notice that all the farm-
ers are sitting up and taking notice of
how they should run their farms.

Mrs. CARDELI-OLIVER: DPerhaps if
the members of the Government will take
notice of how the Government shonld be
ran, they will prove to be more suceessful.
When consideration is given fo the position
regarding apprentices and the shortage of
skilled labour, those primarily coneerned
refuse to face the issue. The facts are that
to-day we have idle machines in some of
our sceondary industries, because the bal-
ance hotween the training of youlth whe are
to enter the trade and the skilled Iabour
leaving the trade, is badly adjusted. Owing
to the existing brighter conditions, the em-
plovers are loaking for trained youths, but
beeause of this mal-adjustment, find it almost
impossible to get them. In the annoal
report of the Edueation Department for
1933, we find that technical training has
been restrieted owing to the want of ade-
quate buildings and equipment. For in-
stance, the report containg the following :—

The number of individual students enrolled
at the Perth Technical College during 1935 was
3,176, an increase of 313, The work was car-
ried out under conditions that prevent efficient
work boing dono. The Commissioner who held
an inquiry into the needs of technical educa-
tion in 1928 recommended that £350,000 to
£60,0C0 be expended on buildings at the Tech-
nical College, and £20,000 on equipment. The
number in attendance then was 2,464, The
numhbers have inereased since 1928 by 800, yet
no increased aceommodation has been provided.
If funds eannot he made available by the State,

the time has arrived when an earnest endeav-
our should he made to obtain them from other
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sourees. In Ameriea, the Federal Government
asgist the States. In parts of England the
loeal governing bodies provide funds for tech-
nieal education, a notable example Leing the
Municipal Sehool of Technology, Manchester.
T strongly recommend that the present almost
impossible state of affairs be ended. A stromg
case conld be made for assistanee from the Fed-
eral Government, or the Mumicipal Act could
be amended to cnable sufficient funds to be
provided by way of rates,

The report also shows that there are not
sulficient apprentices in the bricklaying,
Plastering and masonry branches to enahle
classes in those lines to be continmed, I
commend the suggestion that the Municipal
Corporations Aet be amended to enable
sufficient funds to he provided by way of
rates, for T regard it as a sensible propesal.
Tt would mean that municipalities would be
able to provide their own training centres,
and this would be a valuable aid to decen-
tralisation. If the sehiool age were raised to
16, the last two years of a yonth’s school life
could he spent in useful, praetical training
in the vieinity of his own home. In Amer-
tea most schools have vocational and domes-
tic science elasses, and one-third of the
school day is spent in thosc classes. There
are higher voeational colleges attaining a
mmiversity standard for specific fraining
purposes, In Russia similar higher schools
do not come under the purview of the Edu-
cational Board, but under the Supreme
Kconomie Council. 7The reason for that is
that the number of trainees must approxi-
mately equal the pumber that industry can
absorb. I do not suggest any such arbi-
trary methods here, but I do suggest that
our unplanned system aflords the disquieting
knowledge that we have noft sufficient
voeational trainees, but idle machines and
memployed youths. Many of these dis-
appointed youths are encouraged by sub-
versive agitators, some of whom ave pedan-
tic theorists who ondeavour to lead the
vouths to helieve that a change in the form
ol zovernment will relieve their lot. I warn
hon. members ihat the danger to democracy
is not through revolutionary workmen, but
will arise from the unbalanced intellectuals
whose nnwholesome influence is gradually
white-anting our religions and political
structures, If we Jdesire to retain our demo-
dgratic form of government we must get
down to realities. We must give each youth
a chance to live and to make his way in an
aerieultural, technical or professional carveer,
This ¢an he done only by increasing the
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facilities for vocalional education and aug-
menied planning.  They say  that “love
laughs at locksmiths,” but I think that the
vouth of the State when well fed will laugh
at the visionary professors. The recom-
mendation of the Youth and Motherhood
Appeal Cowmittee for the raising of the
school age should he eonsidered very seri-
ously by members of this Chamber, but their
recommendation that a2 hundred youths be
reernited for prospeeting should be thor-
oughly condemned. If those youths were to
he sent out under such a scheme. they would
still be untrained au the end of the year,
and the State would have spent 19s. a week
on them together with the eost of their
equipment. Prospecling is a man’s job, and
the Minister for JMines knows full well how
difficult he has found it during the past
yeur or 50 to induec men to embark upon
the scheme. Men who are without any re-
sponsibilitics have refused to participate in
the prospecting scheme on the basis of 13s.
a week, so why should the Minister seek fo
exploit our youth?

The Minister for Mines: Yon ask the
Appeal Committee that question, not me.

My, Hughes: At any rate, if they find
anything, Clande de Bernales will buy if.

Mr. Thorn: You will recollect fhat the
member for Forvest supported the pros-
pecting scheme.

Aass Holman: The member for Forrest
can speak for herself.

Mrs. CARDELT-OLIVER: T next wish
to bring under the notice of members the
gveat dizsadvantages under which many sub-
urban Dbusiness people are trading.  The
large stores and emporiums arc allowed to
sell almost cvery conceivable article, to the
defriment of the small suburban traders.
With the advantage of a large turnover and
the emplovinent of much jnvemie iabour,
most of which is dispensed with when the
young people reach 21 years of age, enable
the eity emporiums to be srowded while
suburban stores that were onee busy are now
empty. T am forced to the conclusion that
the Government foresee a socialistic advan-
tage in the present position, and therefore
they are content to allow these unjust con-
ditions to eontinne.  They are playing a
waiting game, waiting untij the smaller
shops are swallowed up in the larger con-
cerns, and then those large emporimms will
serve #s a jumping-offi ground for the
nationalisation of trading stoves. If my
conclusions are wrong, I am cure the



[25 Avavsr, 1936,

Government  wil  agree with me that
there is urgent need for the pro-
vision of laws to govern the relative

percentages of male, female and juvenile
lahour to be employed, and to discontinue
ihe growth of monopolistic frades that are
hased in many instances upon the inordinate
supply of c¢heap labour. Next, I would like
to bring before the notice of the Government
the housing problem. T ask them to give
serious consideration to that question when
it eomes hefore Parliament and to pay par-
ticular attention to the position of pen-
sioners whe cannot afford to pay more than
s a week in rent,

Mr. Nulsen: Give themm more money.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: T am pre-
pared to give the pensioners twice or three
times as much as they receive now, but in
the meantime T am urging the Government
to sec that the rentals these people have to
pay is commensurate with the income they
rgegive.

Mr. Raphael: Will you vete for a Fair
Rents Bill?

Mrs. CARDELL-OTIVER: I will think
about that.

Hon. C. (. Latham: Ts it not rather un-
usual to interject when a new member is
making her first speech?

The Mimister for Mines: What about the
hriek areas that have bheen deelared, in con-
sequence of whieh the cost of houses has
mone up hy £3007

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I am coming
to the end of my rather wearisome speech.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Tt is not wearisome
]).\" all_\'-’ means.

Mrs. CARDELL-QOLIVER : I wish to
stiggest to the Government that they should
eonsider inaugurating a scheme {or com-
pulsory, contributory insurance for all social
services that rightly belong to the State,
those in whirh all eitizens ean participate.
With sueh a contributory insurance scheme
in operation, I fcel sure we conld do away
with the financial emergeney taxation. 1
sugzest that a committee of experts, who
would inelude doetors, social-service workers,
insurance and friendly society officers, and,
of course, members of Parliament, he ap-
pointed o prepare a practical and fensible
scheme to be placed bhefore Parliament
almost at onee, That scheme shonld do away
with the necessity for the present method of
finaneing hospitals by means of loiteries and
constant sireet appeals. Such a scheme
would give the citizens a sense of solf-
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respect and would tend to make them ficel
that the social services were theirs by right
and in no sense a form of charity. If such
a scheme were properly administered, I be-
liecve it would prove cconomically self-
supporting almost from the inveption, The
Government have hinted at the necessity for
marketing boards, but I think that as our
social scrvices absorb such a larze propor-
tion of publie funds, they are agz much in
need of scientific handling, if not more so.
We cannot wait ontil the ederal Govern-
ment deal with the matter. Necither should
we attempt to do so, heeause this is a State
matter. Lf the State desires to preserve its
awn identity, we should get on with our own
Job and paddle our own cance. It may be
argued that it is a national tazk to earc for
the health of the nation, but it must bhe re-
membered that each department that s
taken over by the Commonwealth represents
an added ecounomie stranglehold by the Com-
monwealth on the State. I believe that the
compulsory contributory insurance scheme
that T suggest in respect of social services
could be entively self-supporting. 1f we are
the contribmtors, let us see fo it that we pay
the State, and then we wounld at least
bhave the right to dismiss a Govern-
ment who did not do their duty. Experi-
ence has surely taught us that in the Com-
mouwealth Parliament our representation is
80 small that it does not connt. T urge the
(Gtovernment to put forward a scheme for
contributory social service insurance at once,
ane that will provide for atl sickness, uu-
cmployment and child endowment where the
family is more than three in number, In
conelusion, 1 further uwrge the Govern-

ment o bring in a neasure that will
wive velief to those railway men who
Jeined  the service nnder the 1871 Act.

[ Lelieve two-thirds of the members of this
House are pledged to support those men,
but they find it eonvenient continually to
hedege, hedge. These men Lelieve that when
they joined the service they worked under
conditions that provided for a pension, and
under that beliet gave up 25 or 30 yearz of
their lives to ihe serviee of the State. If
the legal interpretation of two words in the
Act prevented some of the men from receiv-
ing their pensions, a moral obligation rests
upon Parliament o amend the Act so that
Justice may be done to all. These men are
now pld and any liability the State would
incur would he small and deereasine. T ask
the Government to be at least just to these
men,
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MR. TONKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[3.45]: T listened with considerable restraint
to the provocative speech of the member for
SBubiace. The speech was excellent aceord-
ing to the point of view, but | venture.to
prediet that the next time the hon. member
tatks in g similar strain her vemarks will not
“be received as sympathetically as they were
to-day. The matters introduced by her were
highly controversial and while she laid the
blame at the door of the Government, T
wonld lay it at the door of the eapitalist
svstem.

Mr. Withers: Which she supports.

Mr. TONKIN: The member for Kalzoor-
lie who wmoved the motion we are now de-
hating, in my opinion acquitted himself par-
ticularly well. He delivered his speech with
rare confidence not often displayed on sueh
oeasions. It was a maiden specch and the
hon. member spoke nnder irying conditions.
Anyway, he made an exeellent job of it and
I eunsider his selection for the honour was
amply justified. I am glad also that the
honour attached to moving the motion was
secnred by the refurn of the Labour Gov.
‘erminent, althongh of course, with a majority
somewhat ailtenuated, There  were  twa
resens in omy opinion for the loss of sup-
port sustained by the Governnent. The first
wid in connection with unemplovinent. 1t
wis to be expected that there would be con-
siderable dissatistuction over part-fime em-
moxment and also beeause of the sad posi-
tion of emplovment for vouth. But fairly
judged it has to he conceded that the (Gov-
ernment have done reasonably well

Mr, Huglies: Nonsense!

Hon. C. G. Latham: Reasonably well for
them.

My, TONKIN: I ask the Leader of the
Oppositien to refer to the eapitalist Press
from which we do not expect to get very
neh praise.

Hon, €. (. Lathain: To which are you
referring?

Mr. TONKIN: The other day  there
appeared a leading article in the “West Auns-
tralian” seiting out that the conditions for
the nnemployed were better in Western Aus-
tralia than anywhere else in the Common-
wealth.

Mr. Cross: And the Leader of the Opposi-
tinn said that too.

Mr, TOXKIN: That is an expression of
opinion from the “West Anstralian” which
dnes not present our point of view., | agree
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that conditions in Western Australin are a
zood deal better

Hon. . G. Latham: They bave always
been better.

Mr, Cross: Not when you weve in office.

AMr, TONKIN : Had the electors compared
the eonditions as they existed during the
period the Labour Government were in
office, with what they were when the pre-
vious Government were in power, we would
not have lost the support we did. Thd
Opposition gave us very little eredit for the
improvement nade.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We gave you all the
credit to which yon were entitled.

Ay, TONKIN: The seeond veasen for the
loss of support was due to the fHivtation ear-
ried on by the Nationalist and Country
Parties with the members of the Douglas
Social Credit organisation. Tt was a fair
time hefore the election that an allianee was
proposed. The Labour Party were honest
by deelaring theiv opposition to the Douglas
Social Credit proposals and said that those
proposals were nnsound. The Opposition
would agree that they were honest 1in
the matter, but would sav that they
were also very foolish.  They were qguick
to see the political advantage to be
abtained by making out that they were sup-
porting the proposal: advoealed by the
Donglas Sacial Credit orgauisation. Accord-
ingly their members and their candidates
joined with the Douglas Credit organisation
aud appeared on the same platform at meet-
ings called osteusibly for the abolition of
poverty.  The Leader of the Opposition
tag appeared on the same platform. There
wonld have been a rude awakening for n
large seetion of the people had the Opposi-
tion sueceeded in defeating the Government.
The Leader of the National Party did not
relish the deeeption he was practising, but he
was Fully aware of the advantages, and so he
pit away his geruples and brought to bear
all his artfulness. This was his message when
e delivered his poliey speech as it appeared
in the “West Australian™ on the following
morning,  The heading s “Abolition of
Poverty™ and these are the hou. member’s
words—

There could be no bigher ideal for human
aim and effort to reach than the aholition of
poverty, and even if the ideal be not reached
the stages on the way must add to the sam of
lnan happiness. I there is n way open to
reach this ideal within osur power to exploit, [
would not only gladly it enthusiastically enter
upen it. Tt is difficult as yot to see elearly
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that way, and ail T can honesiiy say is that
we will not shrink from any effort to discover
it.

I tell the hon. member that the way to abol-
ish poverty is as plain as a pike-staff, and
not he and probably not more than two on
his side of the House will be prepared to
pave the way for achievement.

Mr. Hughes: What s it?

AMr. TONXKIN: The abelition of the capi-
talist system. The statement which was
applauded hy the member for Toodvay com-
mitted the Nationalist Party to nothing de-
finite. Tt was simply the statement of an
ideal, an expression of a desire to attain an
ideal by supporting proposals which are real
anathema Lo the parly the hon. member
leads. There is curious irony in connection
with this report. The hon. member spoke
as [ read from the statement, but those are
not exactly the words reported in the “West
Australian.” The hon. member was reported
to have said:—

If there is a way open to reach this ideal
within our power to expleit this ideal, T would
not only gladly hut enthusiastically enter upen
it. .

The hon. member and his party  were
alveady engaged in exploiting the ideal fo
the full. I have heen asking myself whether
what appeared in the newspaper was really
a printer’s crror, or whether the printer was
unwilling {o he a party to the deception.
We have heard a lot from the Opposition
about the aholition of poverty, but not a
word since the elections. Several spreches
on the Address-in-reply have been made
from the other side, but how much have we
heard abount the abolition of poverty with
the possible exception of what was said by
the memher for Claremont (Mr. North).

The Minister for Lands: If the electors
had taken his views seriounsly they would not
have elected him,

Mr. TONKIN: Tf membhers opposite
were honest in their advocacy of these

proposals  they would have taken the
opportunity to explain  them in this
House and endeavoured to show that

by following the proposals as laid down by
the Douglas organisation, we should take
some steps towards the abolition of poverty.
But thev have been silent.

Mr. North: Two-thirds of the propesals
are now in foree; that is what has hap-
pened in the last four vears.
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Mr. TONKIXN: Very little thanks fo the
hen. member’s party.

llon. C. (i, Latham: And none whatever
to yours,

Mr. TONKIN: Oh! 1 undersiand that
the Labour Government in New Zealand have
helped eonsiderably. The strange thing is
that we find those people who wanted {o in-
troduee the Douglas Credit proposals to
Western Australia are supporting the party
which represents the bankers in TParlia-
ment, and vet the members of the Douglas
Soeial Credit organisation wanted national
eontrol of the monetary policy. That is
what the Douglas eredit supporters want,
the national control of the monetary poliey,
and possibly not more (han two members
oppusite wauld do  anything to bring it
about. T agree with the member for Ned-
lands (Hon. N. Keenan) that the stages on
the way to the aholition of poverty must
add to the sum of human happiness, Jt
is my intention fo suggest steps which
should be taken and I believe that ihe
memher for Nedlands and his party will
“aladly and enthusiastically” follow those
proposils. I believe that three proposals
could immediately be embarked upon. The
first is the reduction of the hours of labour,
the sceond is full-time employment and
the third is employment for voung people.
Tn conncetion with the reduction of hours
there is a partieularly strong case. The
introduction of machines into industey has
brought aboul mass produetion wilh its
conseonent speeding up with the result that
the workers ave subjected to much grealer
fatigue than formerly, and so there is need
for a shorter working period which of
course means more leisure.  Secondly, finan-
cial gain aceruing from improved technique
has heen up to the present monopolized by
emplovers and patentees. and the only share
workers have had has been the share of
inereased nnemployment. T think it was in
1934, at the Basie Wage inquiry conducted
by the Federal Arbitration Court, that Fudge
Beehy remarked, in his minority judgment,
that— .

Afier an analysis of the distribution of pro-
Anets as shown in the manufacturing statisties
plaeest hefore him, it appeared that sinee 1927-
2« th- distribution of products to workers and
employers of 3438 per cent. and 45.42 per
vent. had heen altered to 50,91 per cent. and
4468 per cent. in favour of emplovers; and he
ernsidered that this decline of 4.39 per cent.
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of the products in the workers’ share called for
cemplete re-examination of the whole theory
and methods of wage fixution.

Tlhose figures go to show that the introdue-
tion of machinery has not benefited the
workers at all, but that the whole of the
benefit has been faken by the emplovers,
becanse their share of the produects has been
steadily mounting. That T consider entirely
wrong, I hold that the workers themselves
should be given a greater share of the im-
provement which resnlts in induostry fromn
better technique.

Mr, McDonald: Would vou amend the
Arbitration Aect?

ATy, TONKIX: Reduction of hours would
be a rentedy for unemployment. Mr. Fol-
som, the emplovers’ delegate from the United
States of Ameriea to the last Labour Con-
Ferenee in Geneva, held under the auspices
of the International Labonr Organisation,
nrade the statement—

Shorter hours meant more employment, or at

least prevented wore unewmploynient.
There is the belief of an employers” delegate
as laid before the last Labonr Conference.
it has heen proved beyond doubt that much
technological unemployment 15 permunent.
Therefore the only obvious remedy for such
uientployinetit is a sharing of the available
work, By some 1t was thought that the
depression would have a retarding effect on
the displacement of labour: bui that was not
s0. The depression made it cssential for the
wide-awake emplover to endeavour to reduee
his costs, with the result that numbers of
cmplovers who could afford to do se,
zerapped their eld piant and  introduced
Iabonr-saving deviees, resulting in further
displacement of labour. Then, as countries
began to emerge from the worst of the de-
Pression, those employers who previonsly
cunld not afford io introduce modern mach-
inery serapped their obsolete equipment and
Ffollrwed the lead set by their colleagues in
industry.  The further result was more dis-
placement of labour. Much of that tech-
nologieal unemployment is permanent, un-
fortunately; but fortunately the introdue-
tion of machinery, although making impera-
tive a reduction in working hours, has at
the same time rendered such reduction easier
of accomplhishment. Sir Frederick Stewart,
the Australian Government representative al
the International Labour Conference of last
vear, made this statement—

The ingenuity of man in devising labour-
saving applinnces has so revplutionised the in-
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Austrial practiec and so diminished the necessity
for human labour as entirely to change the re-
lationship between the wage bill and uitimate
production costs,
That is an imporlant consideration. Labour
is not now the factor it was in production,
and so a reduetion in lionrs is not now as
costly a5 it would haove been when labour
cost bore a bigger proportion te the final
eost of the article than it does fo-day. Costs
wauld wnot inerease as mneh by rveduction
of hours as theory wounld indicate, because
there ave offsetting {actors, For example,
it is quite wrong to argue that a reduction
in hours from 44 to 40 per week would mean
an increase in cost of 10 per eent. simply
because one gets that result from a snm in
proportion, There are other factors to be
taken into consideration. By way of illns
teafion let me take one. There is improved
efficiency. It is well known, and has been
proved by tests, that the last hours during
which & man works in the day are not so
produclive as the {irst honrs; that a man’s
productivily tapers off whilst he is working.
He will do more work in the iirst four hours
than iu the later four hours; and therefore
it is not correet fo.sav fhat a reduction in
weekly bours from 44 to 40, means an actual
10 per cent. inerease in cost of produciion.
Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Does not that
apply to the man on the plough and the
harvester?

My, TONKIN: [ am willing to reduce
that mn’s  honrs also.  Sir Frederiek

Stewart, to whom I referred a moment age,
used this ilustralion in answer to o charge
that industry eould not bear the increased
cost.  Sir Frederick, who is hiself a large
emplover of Iabour, has said—

Now that T am in Geneva, if T were to re-

ceive 0 euble from my manager in Australin
telling e that the priec of wool had gone uj
20 per ecent., what wonlkl it avail me to euble
Lack to my manager saying, ‘“We ecannot
afford it; the preducers will have to accept
Tess '’ If we have to pay 20 per cent. more
for our raw material, we have no option; we
must pay it.
In the same way, it the emplover has to
face an increased cost of 3 per cent., or
sav 13 per eent., because of shorter hours.
that cost will be faced sooner or later and
the goods will still be sold.

My, McDonald: He would pass it on.

Hon, P. D). Ferguson: How would he pass
it on oversea?

Mr. TONKIN: How does he pass it on
when there is an inerease n the cost of
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his raw materials? l{ow was the increased
¢ost borne when working hours were re-
duced from 60 or 54 to 48 hours per week?
The saume okl argument was used then.

Hon. 1. D, Ferguson: How about the
products sold oversea?

Mr. TONKIXN: Happily, some progress
has been made with this question. Tp to
date two conventions have heen adopted
for the 40-hour week. The first is for
emplovees engaged in the glass bottle in-
dustry: the second for persons directly
emploved in building or e¢ivil engineering
works finimeed hy central governments.
The Uplited States of America, New Zea-
land, and Ttaly have made some progress
in this regard; though in Italy the redue-
tion in hours was accompanied by redue-
tion in wages. I am not advocating that.
I want no reduetion in the standard of
living, but I do want a shorfening of hours
such as has been adopted in the United
States of America and also in New Zea~
land. Western Auvstralia eonld now make
a start. We conld introdnce the 40-hour
week on our public works and utilities. Tt
has been said of the world to-day that we
are “a civilisation condemned to decline
thvough the excess of its own ereative in-
renuity and teehnieal perfection” T do not
helieve that, However, there is a dangev
of it unless we take precautions. There
is one way to escape, and that way is to
be found in shortening hours and raising
the standard of living. That brings me
to the second stage which I said ought to
he embarked wpon in owr march towards
the abelition of poverty; and that is full-
fime employment. The member for Boul-
der (Hon. P. Collier) when leading the La-
bour Party at the last gencral election,
stated that it was intended, as the finnneial
position from time to time permilted, to
limit the nmmber of works on which pari
lime provision operated, by restoring fo a
full-time  bhasis as many as pos=sible of
those works which were cssenfial for
the progress of the State. FEven with
shorter hours it is inevitable that there
will be an inereasing number of men per-
manently emploved on (iovernment works.
I believe there is a definite obligation on
the Giovernment to maintain employment
and the standard of living, and so there is
necessity for a public poliey for the main-
tenanee of purchasing power. Public works
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will have to be plauned in relation to em-
ployment. [ wag interested to read in the
“‘Daily News’’ one cvening an article
emanating from the Nationalist Ilesearch
Ciroup—I think that is what they stvle
themselves—of the National "ariy of We-t-
erm  Australia,  There was a heading
*#Nuationai Criticism of Labour’s reeord,’
and it was stated that—

The number of men now employed on Gav-
crnment works must be a record for all time.
OFf eourse it is, but one eould not expect
the National ¥nrty lo sec that the failure
of the eapitalist system was responsible for
that position. As more and more men find
it impossible to obtain work in industry,
it will he neeessary for fhe Government to
lind them employment on public works.
That is why the ““army of men™ now en-
gaged on public works is far in excess of
what the number was in years fone hy.
The (fovernment that mav he in  power
will Aind it necessary in fulure io plan pub-
liec works in relation to employmeni—io
pu still more and more works in hand in
ovder to take up the slaek which is con-
tinually increasing in capitalist enterprise,
and which of course is inherent in that
system, It is true that sustenanee and
part-time wurk ward off starvation, but
they do not prevent progressive under-
nourishment and demoralisation.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pon,

Point of Order.
My. North: On a point of order T wish
to ask through yen, Sir, if the Minister for
Tands made an interjection o the effect that

the member for Claremont (Mr. North)
wonld never have been rveturned it the
electors had taken him seriou-ly. The hon.

member certainly did make some infevjec-
tion of the sert, but he conld not be clearly
heard From this side of the House, and if,
as I have heen told. his inferjection was
that the electors of the member for Clave-
mont did not take their member seriously,
T ask that ke withdraw it.  Aectually, the
subject of Social Credit was not menticued
in that election. There were two National
candidafes and it was clearly expressed that
the Sacial Credit question was not an issue.

Mr. Speaker: I hope the hon. member is
not going to make a speech.

Mr, North: No, Sir. But at the time
of the previons election, you will remember,
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there was a Royal Commission that dealt
with the question. In view of that explana-
tion, I ask that the Minister withdraw the
statement he made, or is said to have made.

The Minister for Lands: I regard the
objection taken by the hon, member as un-
founded. He said, of eourse, he wanted
a withdrawal “if” I had made such an in-
terjection. What I said was that the elec-
tors of Claremont did not take the hon.
member's views seriously. That was merely
an obhservation and there was no personal
reflection 1n it at all. There 15 nothing for
the hon. meniher te complain about. Fur-
thermore, if exception was to be taken it
should be taken at the time the words were
uttered. But if we were to have exception
taken to such remarks, there would he no
debate at all,

Hon, C. G. Latham: You know what hap-
pened here last session.

The Minister for Lands: I do not care
what happened last session. The remark 1
made was only an observation and should he
taken in all the eircamstances. There was
no personal reflection at all. If the eleetors
of Claremont had ituken seriously the hon.
member’s views on Douglas Credit, he would
not have been returned. That is my view.
Then, as I have said, ander Standing Qrder
145, the objection should have been taken
at the time the words were uttered. Of
course there is nothing in the complaint.

The Minister for Employment: T think
the hon. member misunderstood what the
Minister for Lands said.

My, North: May T in reply to the Minister
for Lands say definitely that from this see-
tion of the House it was not possible to
hear what he said. Hoewever, T have heard
that what he said was that the electors of
Claremont, if they ook the hon. member
seriously, would never return him, Of
course ‘the nse of the word “views” conveys
a different meaning.

Debate resumed.

Mr. TONKIN: Before the tea adjourn-
ment I way xaving that sustenance and part-
time work were merely to ward off starvation
and did not prevent progressive under-
nourishment and demoralisation of indivi-
duals and families who could not obtain bet-
ter conditions.  Tn 1935 a very interesting
investigation was carried out by the stain of
the Rowett Research Tnstitute in co-opera-
tion with the Markeling Supply Committes
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and with assistance from the Imperial
Burean of Animal Nutrition, the Royal
Statistienl Society and Cambridge Uni-
versity. They conducted a wide investiga-
tion into the food hahits of Great Britain,
and reached c¢ertain decisions, which are
not absolutely conelusive but are really of
2 tentative nature. XNevertheless the inves-
tigation was a very scarching one. For the
purpose of their inquiry they divided the
population of Great Britain into six income
eronps. The lowest gronp represented 10
per ecent. of the population and ineluded atl
those persons whose average income did not
exceed 10s. per head per week. Let me ex-
plain: If a man and his wife and three child-
ren, a 5-unit family, had an income of, say,
£2 10s, per week, that was taken as an aver-
age income of 10s. per head per week., Tt
was shown that about 10 per cent. of the
population eame into that lowest group,
having an income up to 10s. per head per
week. It was further estimated that from
20 per cent. to 23 per cent. of the childiren
in Great Brifain were in that lowest income
group. The commitiee also found that a
diet completely adequate for health was
reached in an inecome level above 50 per cent.
of the population, and also that the greatest
ineidence of deficiency disenses was {o be
found in the children of the lowest group.
The average diet of the people in that group
was deficient in every constifuent examined,
for example, in proteins, in vitamins, in
varbo-hydrates and so on; every constituent
examined was deficient so far as the diet of
that lowest income group was concerned.
The vesult of the tests indicated that it
would be possible to effeet n considerable
inmprovement m the henlth of the ¢hildren
ot the lowest-income group by improving
that diet. We know that is possible, and
T say, Sir. that it 15 a ¢vime that something
is not done immediately to improve that
diet of those people. Now T want to apply
the results obtained to conditions in Aus-
tralin. I admit, of eourse, that T ean only
make a general comparison, that eonditions
in Australia are not exaetly comparable with
those in Great Britain, But I think I ean
richtly assume that those results will bear
eeneral application,  We ealenlate our basie
wage on a family of four., But results have
shown that in the lowest-income group we
find most children. That means, then, {hat
the average worker has more than two child-
ren, with the result that his basie wage is
already reduced, and that he is endeavouring
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to live on a diet which is not adequate
according to modern standards. If we now
consider that aspeet in relation to Govern-
ment sustenance work, we are forced to this
further conelusion, that a man working full
time would be on an inadeynate standard,
but heing on part-time employment his
standard must be terribly low indeed. Seience
has proved conclusively what a profound in-
fluence diet has on health and physique, and
also that much of the ill-health afflicting
hwran populations can be attributed directly
to deficiencies in diet. What trouble are we,
Sir, piling up for ourselves? The children
are the worst sufferers, The requirements
for new tissue formation in growth are
an extra supply of the richer materials is
neeessary. That is to say, the children need
a greater supply of vitamins, proteins and
minerals, more so than adults, Therefore,
when we have the eondition of inadequate
diet with ehildren, the evil effects are aceen-
tuated. It is true that the State saves money
by having men on part-time work instead of
on full time; it saves money because it is
ohliged to do so, not having suflicient finance
to afford full-time work. But at what a cost
we are saving money! We are making a
direet saving, but spoiling the health of
thousands and thousands of children and
most probably inereasing our future costs
hecause of the sickness and ill-health that
will certainly follow. The ecommittee to
which I referred earried ouf a very compre-
hensive review into this question, giving eon-
sideration to the various inecome groups; and
they concluded that as income increases and
the standavd of diet is improved, so does the
death rate deecrease; children grow more
quickly. the adult stature is greater, and gen-
eral health and physique are improved. That
lcads me 1o helieve that money spent now
will be more than repaid in the future be-
cause of the bhetter general physique of the
veople. I should think that the people who
nucht to he most insistent that full-time
work be given are those persons who at pre-
sent get an adequate dict, not those persons
on an inadequate diet. All of ws who can
wet sofficient of the right kind of food should
not be satisfied until every other person is
at least gnaranteed an adequate diet. It is
a crime to allow it to continue a day longer
than we ean aveid. If it means inereased
taxation, we should be prepared to bear it
if we are already on an adeqguate diet, in the
interests of those who are getting food which
is nof sulficient to enable them to grow nor-
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mally and to reach the proper stature to
which they would attain if they had suffi-
cient nourishment. I consider, too, that by
keeping men on part-time work, we are im-
posing an unfair additional burden on them.
The depression was responsible for part-time
work. The depression was responsible for
the financial emergeney cuts in the wages and
salaries of various persons, but those finan-
eial emergency ecuts have been restored,
whilg the part-time worker is still carrying
his special eut beeanse of depression condi-
tions. That seems to be unfair.

Mr. Hughes: They bave not been restored
in all instances.

Mr, TONKIN: To which men?

Mr. Hughes: The railwny men are still
down 15s. a week.

Mr. TONKIN: The hon, member knows
it was lefi to the eourts to adjudicate on the
varions claims, and in a large number of
cases the cuts have been restored.

Mr. Hughes: I do not know of any men
in the industrial world who are back to the
1930 level.

Mr. TONKIN: The hon. member has to
take into consideration the relative costs of
living in the two periods.

Alr. Hughes: We got our salaries restored.
We did not have to take that inte considera-
tion.

My, TONKIN: 1 might be prepared to
agree with the hon. member, but T am con-
tending that the emergency cuts in wages
have, in a large number of instaneces, been
restored.

Mr. Hughes: Tell uz one.

Alr, TONKIN: In the hon, member’s own
case.

Mr. Hughes: Yes, but what about the in-
dustrial world?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
ber will address the Chair.

Mr. TONKIN : While in a number of cases
wages and salaries have been restored, the
part-time workers are earrying a special eut
owing to depression conditions,

AMr. Sampson: And they have to pay to
belong to a union.

Mr. TONKIN: Does not the hon. mem-
ber believe in unions?

Mr. Thorn: Why does the member for
Swan want to dig that up?

Mr. TONKIN: If necessary the people
of the State should be prepared to have 2
deficit rather than a surplus in order that
the unfortunate part-time workers might
be relieved of their special eut. The mem-

The hon, mem-
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ber tor Boulder (Hon. I'. Collier} in his
policy spceech when leading the party in
the last general election, said—

In my 1933 pelicy speeeh, I said that if re-
turned to office I would go to the Loan Coun-
¢il and say that something more was needed
than the merc balaneing of Budgets, whiell
was ne help to hungry woen and women,

I agree with that; the balancing of budgets
is of no help to hungry men and women.
Therefore 1 am advoeating a defieit, if
neceszary, te give those part-time workers
full-time employment.  That would prob-
ably mean additional taxation, but 1 say
again that people on an adequate diet
should be prepared to bear additional fax-
ation in order that those who are not get-
ting sufficient lood should be enabled to
do so. Now I wish to deal with the third
stage, which I suggested should be taken.
This is the question of youth employment.
Serious as is the under-nourishment of
people, the most serious of all problems
confronfing this and other countries is
that of yovth unemployment. It is a moral
problem, fraught with very grave econo-
mic and politicai consequences. It is no
exaggeration to say that the future of fhe
peoples of the world is at stake on this
question.  There are thousands of young
men and womer who huve never worked,
and what ambition they might have had
when they left school has heen completely
dried up. Their opportunity to commence
a vareer has heen irretrievably lost in most
instances, and we find them now faced with
the responsibility of making homes for
themselves without the slightest idea of
how to do it or how to find work in order
to do it. Amnyone knows that prolonged
idleness at the formative age of adolescence
nmust lead to demoralisation, beeause ihe
best years of life have heen wasted. It is
no wonder that the number of ne’er-do-
wells and criminals is increasing year by
year, If onc turns to the records of crime
for the last Few ycars, one is staggered to
find the increasing number of young men
in the lists. ‘There is only one reason for it,
and that is the tronble due to youth nnem-

ployment. There is only one solution, and
that is to ereate more vacaneics.

Mr. Sampson: Allow them to learn
trades.

Mr. TONKIN: Modern thought suggests
that five measures may he taken to ereate
those vacancies, Firstly, there is the rais-
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ing of the minimum age for commencing

work in commerce and industry. Young
people between the ages of 14 and 16

should not be part of the unemployment
problem at all, hecause that is the train-
ing periad, and they should be at schbooi.
It would be necessary to make the sehool-
leaving age coincident with this raised age
for entrance into industry. The postponce-
ment of the normal age would relieve a
congested labour mavket, and would imume-
diately ercate more vacanecies for those
above the age of 18. Steps along those
lines have already been taken in Norway,
the United Siates of Ameriea, Canada and
Switzerland, and some distriets in Great
Britain. To take such a step would neces-
sitate some seheme of child endowment.
Aldready numbers ol workers are finding
it almost impossible to purchase the neces-
sary schoolbooks for their children at abont
the ages of 12, 13 and 14. Also they are
largely dependent upon the earnings of
their ¢hildren ns soon as thex leave sehool.
They frequently want them to  leave
schiool hefore they ore 14, and endeav-
our to et exemptions, in -order to
seeure  the Denefit of the few shillings
that the young people can earn. We wounld
have to assist those families, beeause other-
wise too great o hordship woeuld be im-
posed on them, and sueh assistanee woulid
necessitate o scheme of child endowment.
The second wmeasure for increasing the
number of vacancies is to lower the retir-
ing age for people at work. This should
have general application, and should in-
clude judges, memhers of Parliament, and
in fact everybody, with the exeeption that
men of superlative skill shounld be allowed
to continue so long as they were able to
do anything of benefit to the community,

Mr. Melarty: Whe would be the judue
of that?

Mr. TONKIN: Such men would he out-
standing individuals. I might instance a
man like Mareoni. 'There is not more than
one like Marconi in a generation. It would
be absurd to retive such a man at 50 and
prevent the world from deriving the full
bencfit of his expert knowledge and ginius.
The same wounld have applied to Edison. No
judge would be needed; such men would
sugzest themselves, They would be so few
in a gencration that the exception would
make litile difference to the rnle. So far
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as I can judge, there are no superlative men
in Western Australia.

Mr. Thorn: Are there in the Common-
wealth?

AMr. TONKIN: I do not think =o.

Mr. Thorn: Then why except a man like
Marconi?

Mr. TONKIN: I was wmaking pro-
vision for men like the hon. member, who
otherwise might have said that T had made
2 general statement without providine for
exception:. The exceptions, however, would
be ~0 few as to be negligible, and the rule
would have praetieally general application,

My, Thorn: That would not ot us any-
where,

Mr. TONKIN: Yes it would, because the
hon. member wonld advance with the crowd,
This would also mean mueh expenditure he-
canse a superannnation scheme womld be
necessary. It is unthinkable that men should
be foreed from industry at the age of 35
and be expected to live on the old age pen-
sion of 1Bs. a week. If we are to create
vacancies for the young people, those are
measures which must be taken. If it is not
desired to ereate the vacancies, we cannot
employ the yomng people.  Surely we should
not keep the old people working while the
young oncs are maintained in idleness.

My, Thorn: Yon suggest that people be
retived at 5372

My, TOXKIN: Not at all.

Mr. Thorn: That is what vou said.

My, TONKIN: Who am I to he able to
fix on the exact vear that should be adopted?
It will he essential to reduce the retiring
age. be it 55 or 30. Although T do not
expect to live to see the day, I jeel sure
thai in future vears men will be retired at
40 vears of age. For the information of
the member for Toodyay, let me say that
this experiment is already being tried in
Czecho-Slovakia. The member for Nedlands
smiles.  That will not prevent the Czecho-
Slovakians from proceeding with the seheme.

Mr. Hughes: They have a “shoot-up”
there oceasionally.

Mr. TOXKIN: They must have more
brains in that country; we certainly have
not a monopoly of brains here. People
Tanghed at Columbus when he told them the
world was round. Here is the Czecho-Slo-
vakian scheme, If men of 56 and women of
P4 are retired, they are granted a pension,
provided they do not engage in luecrative
employment. Should we langh at those
people for cxperimeniing? I helieve that
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before many years have elapsed a con-
vention along those lines will he agreed

to by the various nations at Gen-
eva, and that a reduction in the re-
tiring age will be made universally.

The third measure advocated by thinkers
on the subject is that of the suppression
of multiple employment j{in private and
State undertakings when the monthly sal-
ary is above a certain figure. It is a com-
mon thing to find some men with half-a-
dozen occupations and others with none.
That is not right. It has been suggested
that wheve the monthly salary is above a
certain figure, o man should not be per-
mitted to hold a number of jobs, while
there are yvoung people starting off in life
who cannot get any jobs. The fourth mea-
sure snggested is that of the abolition of
overtime., If a man is already working
full time there is no Jjustification for his
working additional time when there are

other men who ecannot get a job. The
abolition of overtime is advocated. Those

who advocate a reduction in working hours
cannot logically ask at the same time for
a continnation of overtime. The fifth and
last measure suggested by those who have
given consideration fto the subject is that
special publie works should be put in hand
to eater for unemployed youths. Instead
of ordinary public works that will absorb
all kinds and conditions of men and wo-
men, they advoeate that special work
should be put in hand to cater for the
vonng people, the work to he adapted to
their age and oeecupation. All these things
would require heavy expenditure, far be-
vond the finaneial resources of any one
State. T consider it the duty of the Com-
monwealth Government, however, to eone
to the aid of the States in this matier. If
we are going to raise the school-leaving
age—the time is not far off when that
will be done—we will need an endowment
scheme. We shall nced assistance because
of the additional expenditure necessary in
the Education Department. Even nuw the
State cannot cope with the requirements of
the department. Many things are wanted
that cannot be finonced. I hear members
every year, when I speak on the Budget,
twitting me because I ask for additional
cxpenditure. They give the impression that
I am asking for a tremendous amount of
money.
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Hon. C. G. Latham: It is a question of
giving the people food first, or work so
that they can earn food.

Mr. TONKIN: Probably that is right.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Of what use is it
fo go to the top of the ladder when we
have not yet passed the first rung?

Mr. TONKIN: This will assist people
to get food.

Hon. C. G. Latham: While their parents
starve?

My, Thorn: This is food for thought.

Mr. TONKIN: If the school leaving age
is inereased, it will be done beecause we
want to keep children of 15 or 16 out of
industry. That will create vacancies for
unemployed youth of 17 or 18 who
are earning nothing, and have to be main-
tained by their parents. We will provide
jobs for them. To do that we must have
extra expenditure on education. We shall
need more teachers, schools and materials,
and that will mean heavily increased expen-
diture.

Mr. Hughes: Will you not have to de
something for the working man who has
a boy or girl of 16 or 16, to enable him
to maintain the child at school?

Mr. TONKIN: I said it would be neces-
sary to have a child endowment scheme.

Mr. Warner: Would yon make it applie-
able to all classes of the community?

Mr, TONKIN: Why not? If we apply
it to the working man and woman, the
people on the lowest rung of the ladder,
it is obvious that we apply the remedy
where it 15 most needed. It would not be
necessary to give the endowment to people
who already had more than they knew
what to do with. They would not want it.

Mr. Warner: What about the farming
eomunnity ?

Mr. FONKIN: I would piace that com-
munity in the lowest income group. They
would eome within what I am stating. The
worker on a farm is no different from a
worker on the voad; he is on the lowest
rung of the ladder, and will need assist-
ance.

Mr. Hughes: Why should we make the
Federal (Government do this? Why not do
it ourselves?

Mr. TONKIN: We have not the neces-
sary financial resources.

My, Hughes: We have all the natural
resonrees of the country.
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Mr. TONKIN: They are privately owned.

My, Hughes: If that is the remedy, let us
get rid of private ownership. Do you not
intend to follow aleng your own road?

Mr. TONKIN: The hon. member need
have no fear on that seore; I will follow
if given the opportunity.

Mr. Hughes: That is propaganda for fo-
morrow.

Mr. TONKIN: It is the duty of the Com-
monwealth o assist the State in this mat-
ter. We all agree that the defence of the
eountry is a Commonwealth responsibility.
If we want to defend the lives and the pro-
perty of the people in Western Australia,
that must ke taken over by the Common-
wealth, and we are prepared to bear taxa-
tion so that this may be done. Let us be
logieal. If is just as impomtant to defend
voung people from demoralisation as it is
to defend this country from aggression.
The former danger is fhe more imminent,
At present the States ave left to fend for
themselves, Despite what the member for
East Perth (Mr. Hunghes) says, we have
not the financial resources in this State for
a child endowment scheme, for additional
expenditure on eduealion, for a superannu-
ation scheme, and all the other necessary
things, The Commonwealth therefore
should be asked to assist. Why should they
not do so? They are taxing the people of
Waestern Australia. They are supposed to
be looking after the welfare of the whole
of Australia. How can they do that if they
negleet the welfare of Western Australia?
As in every other country, the youth in
this country are demanding that atiention
should be given fo their plight. It is not
a question whether we c¢an afiford to do
these things, but whether we can afford not
to do them. When I commenced my speech
T satd I would show fhree stages that could
be adopted so that we might march towards
the abolition of poverty. Quite a number of
changes will be necessitated before ounr
object can be achicved. We have the pro-
mise of the member for Nedlands (Hon, N,
Keenan) that onee he can clearly see the
way, he will gladly and enthusiastically
enter upon it.

Alr, Marshall: He will require to get an-
other monacle first.

Mr., TONKIN: If these stages are em-
barked upon, they will go a long way to
abalish all poverty. I bhelieve that is what
we are all striving Tor, but some of us ave
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afraid to take the
reach the goal.

necessary measures to

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[810]: In commen with other members I
desire to offer you, Mr. Speaker, my con-
gratulations on again being elected to the
bigh position whi¢h you oceupy. I take this
opportunity, foe, of congratulating Mr,
Willcock on having attained the Premier-
ship. T greatly regret that the hon. gentle-
man is at present in hospital; and I feel
guite sure that when I express the hope
that he will soon be able to leave hospitai,
with fully recovered health, to take his place
amongst us in this House, I voice (he fecling
of all members on this side of the Chamber.
Further, I would like to take the oppor-
tunity of congratulating the Minister for
Employmeot and Labour (Hon. A. R, G.
Hawke} on his rapid aceession to Minis-
terial offiecc. TUnqguestionably, the Minister
and his colleague the Muuster for Agrienl-
ture (Hon. F. J. 8. Wise) have had rapid
promotion in the political life of Western
Australia, 1 hope that they have gained
their positions throngh sheer merit, and not
becanse members opposite think that the
wise men come from {ie East. I must own
to a feeling of dizappointment that the
Soath-West is still unrepresented in the
Cabinet. T have no wish to be at all paro-
chial, but when I look over the personnel
of the Cabinet I fing that the metropolitan
area is well represented, that the goldfields
have representation, that the wheat areas
have it, and that the North-West has repre-
sentation alse. I remember that when the
Minister for Agriculture was elevated to
Cabinet rank, thers were general cxpressions
of approval becausc the hon gentleman is
a North-West representative.  For that
reason I personally was quite glad of his
aceession to office, knowing that the North-
West would have direct representation in
Cabinet. I trust that in the near foture the
Cabinet will inelude a representative of the
South-West. That portion of Western Aus-
tralia is advancing rapidly, but it is con-
fronted with many difficultiecx. The Deputy
Premier knows something of that aspect;
but still, if the Cabinet had first-hand in-
formation concernine thosze difficulties, it
would help materially. The Speech of the
Lieut-Governor did not convey very much
to members. It consisted in the main of a
recitul of past happenings. I am afraid that
the Specches at the last few openings which
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I have aftended have been much in the
same vein, It is a pity that the Govern-
ment do not give members an earlier oppor-
tunity of knowing what legislalion is to be
hrought down. 1 know thal the Press did
mention a further Bill this morning.

Mr. Thorn: That is an innovation.

Mr. MecLARTY : Governments should get
cut of the habit of merely mentioning the
names of two or three Bills to be introduced,
and keeping members in the dark till to-
wards the end of the session, when there is
not that opportunity to stedy measures
which there should be. 1 hope to hear some-
thing early in this session with regard to
marketing problems. I regret that the for-
mer Premier will not he able to carry out
his promise to explain fully the Govern-
ment’s action in intervening in the recent
James case before the Privy Council. The
Govermnent, I am aware, make the claim,
which is probably a proper claim, that they
intervened in order to protect the States
againgt further Federal encrorchment. Many
Western Australian producers, nevertheless,
belicve that the Government, by their action
in supporting James, helped to bring about
the downfall of highly iinportant markeling
legislation. T presume the Government have
some plan prepared to assisi the dairying
and the dried froit industries, as T under-
stand that Ministers have had a very fair
iden that the Privy Council’s decision would
be in favour of James.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: You do not think
that the intervention affected the decision?

Mr, McLARTY : I do not think so at all;
but, stiil, it was Lhe impression of many
Western Australian producers that the Gov-
ernment were supporting James. Fortun-
ately, present indieations are that the Fed-
eral Covernment will be able to maintain
an effective marketing organisation, and that
primary industries will not bhe affected, at
least for the time heing., Although the mar-
keting legislation las been upset by the
Privy Couneil, it will searcely be denied that
that legislation has been of great bencfit to
some of our primary industrics, and also to
the State and the Commonwealth generally.
It scems extraordinary that aflter our Fed-
eral Parliament has passed legislation and
all our State Parliainents have agreed tfo it
and our Federal ligh Court has upheld it,
an appeal to the Privy Conneil shonld up-
set the whole seheme, and this despite the
fact that the legislation is admitted by the
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great majority of onr people to be heneficial
to Australia as a whole. No doubt the Min-
ister for Agriculture has been giving these
marketing problems his most serious con-
sideration. We are all anxious to hear the
hon. gentleman’s views. T am sorry the Min-
“ister did not attend the conference of Min-
isters for Agriculiure in Adelaide. I am
aware, of course, that the Minister for
:Works has gone to Adelaide fo represent
the State at hoth the conferences to be held
there. Nevertheless I consider that in view of
the importance of future marketing legisla-
tion the Minister for Agriealture wonld have
been well advised to attend the conference
in question, I know lie is a particularly
busy Minister; but vet I feel he should have
made time available to attend that confer-
enee, cven though his doing so had mado
it necessary to adjourn Parliament for a
week. I also wish to say to the Alinister
that T hope he will alter his decision in ve-
gard to the veceiving of deputations.
. My, Thorn: That decision is altered
already.

Mr. McLAARTY : T myself am entirely op-
posed to Ministers receiving deputations on
all sorts of trivial motters; but with vespect
to future marketing legislation I deem it
necessary that the Minister should obtain
first-hand information. He ean obtain it b
recetving deputations. The reception of these
deputations is a souree of satisfaction to the
industries represented. The sugeestion that
deputationists should put their views to the
Minister in writing is not altogether prac-
tieable. It has been intimated that the Min-
tster has altered his decision in this regard.
T hope that is so.

The Minister for Lands: Do you find it
difficult to put your views on paper?

Alr. MeLARTY : Sometimes T do.  Some-
times T would rather interview the Minister
personally, feeling that T would get more
satistfaction in that way., At all events, if
important marketing legislation is to he in-
irodneed the Minister should, in my opinion,
adopt this attitude. The member for North-
East Fremantle (Mr, Tonkin) in his speech
made reference to shorter hours. T am aware
that an eifort is tn he made to introduee a
40-hour week. There has even been talk in in-
fluential quarters of a 30-hour week. That
suggestion I take to be propagandn. T am
wondering what effect shorter hours will
have on the primary industries of this coun-
try. Will they mean an added burden for
the produeers? Personally, I have no objec-
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tion at all to shorter hours if it will help
to solve the great unemployment problem;
but if a move in that direetion means an
added burden for the primary producers to
carry, we shall not achieve what we set out
to aceomplish. It is useless adding to the
superstructure unless the foundation is
strong enough. While the member for
North-East Fremantle (Mr. Tankin) was
speaking, [ was hoping he would deal with
the position from the point of view of the
primary producers, bearing in mind that in
Western Australin evervthing is hased apon
primary produetion.

Mr. Tonkin: There is vast primary pro-
duetion in America.

Myr. MeLARTY : That is so.

Hon, C. G, Latham: But this 15 not Ame-
rien.

Mr., MeLARTY: One has only fo Juok
at the induslries of this State to recognise
that over 90 per cent. is represented by pri-
mary produection,

My, Tonkin: Do not the Americans feed
their own people?

My, MgLARTY: But America has a tre-
mendous proportion of secondary indus-
tries.

Mr. Tonkin: They do not have to impert
their food supplies.

Mr. Mc¢LARTY : That is so, but there is
a vast population in America. T recognise
that a shorter working week will make life
in the great industrial cenfres throughout
Australia mueh more attractive, hut in
attempting to solve the great unemployment
problem, it will be disastrous if we further
depopulate the rural areas.

Mr. Tonkin: Do wvou think Australia
should lag hehind in any international move?

Me. McLARTY : No, but we are peculiarly
situated inasmuch as Australia is in the main
a primary producing country. That applies
more particularly to Western Australia
where we have to depend upon exporls for
our cxistenee. I feel that the poliey of the
Government should be such as wiil make life
in the country more attractive.

Mr, Cross: Then shorten the howrs of
work for the farmer,

My, McLARTY: If it -were possible I
would do that, but I would like the hon.
member to tell us how he could bring that
about.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Put on two shifts.

Mr. MeLARTY: Most farmers ecannot
pay for one shift, but if the hon. member
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can devise a schewe to enable them to
employ two shifts, let him propound it te
the House. We have heard lately a great
deal about the poor housing accommoda-
tion in the ¢ity. We have our housing
problem in the country as well. Where
shall we find the best average housing in
this State?

The Minister for Tands: In Nedlands.

Mr. MeLARTY : In the eity, or in the
country? If we are able to keep our people
in the country distriets, that in itself will
go a long way towards solving the hous-
ing problem in the ¢ity. In Western Aus-
tralia, ecity life appears to hold greater
attractions to the people. In fact, that is
obvious from the huge populations of the
various Australian capital cities.

My. Tonkin: That is not peenhiar to Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Cross: That condition applies every-
where.

Mr. McLARTY: I do not know that it
does. 1 have been in countries where that
does not apply, where there have bheen
many well-populated cenires and not
merely one or two isolated and heavy
aggregations of population. The hon.
member will see that that condition of
affairs does not apply in all countries. I
have a few sugmestions to offer towards
a solution of the problem of increasing the
attractions of eountry life. I helieve one
way would be the provision of adeguate
witer supplies for all country towns. The
member for Pingelly (Mr. Scward) com-
plained bitterly of the fact that people
in his electoraie had to use muddy water,
and the other evening ‘the member for
Katanning (Mr. Watfs) also complained
about the inadequate water supply pro-
vided for his home town. If people have
fo use muddy wafer and wash with if,
conditions are net very attractive, particn-
larly to housewives. The Government could
well give consideration to devising means
by whiel improved water supplies could
be made available for country towns
Then again, cheap electric power would
help to bring about development. In eoun-
try towns the people have to pay three or
four times as much for eleetrieity as dn
the city dwellers. Power is nceded f.r
developmental purposes, and [ believe rhe
difficulty could he overcome in some way.
I am sorry the Government do not provide
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help in the provision of agricultural halls,
particularly in newly developed districis.
I do not suggest that that help should he
fortheoming in older established areas. The
condition of country roads has improves
tremendously in recent years, and also the
hospitals and schools, but there is still room
for improvement. Our great problem to-day
is to inerease our country popnlation. We
hear a pood deal about the defence of
Australia, and those who snre vaising the
issug are fully justilied; but I contend that
a larger population is our best means of
defence.

Mr. Doney: The drouble is that thaf is
too slow,

Mr, McLARTY : I do not mean popula-
tion in just a few eentres, but what is re-
quired is a better distribution of popula-
tion. T congratulate the member for Kal-
goorlic (JMr. Styants) upon his maiden
speech. He applanded the (Government on
their public works poliey, but we should
know what future public works the Gov-
ernment intend to carry out. It is neces-
sary that our public works shall be plan
ned ahead, and particularly with publie
works is prior preparation essential. Do
the Government contemplate going on with
any further rrigation work?

The Minister for Lands:
drainage works?

My, McLARTY : Yes, dvninage works too.
Have the Government any eomprehensive
peoliey respecting the conservation of water
in the drier areas? TIn view of the tremen-
dous vainfall in the Darling Ranges, it has
been suggested that it should not be difii-
cult to provide water supplies for the dry
areas, and also suofficient for futnre irriga-
tion works. 1 do not suggesi that such
undertakings should be earried cut in ona
vear, but that thex should he spread over
several years. I would regard any seheme
for the provision of adequate water =up-

Or further

plies in the drier areas and for irvi-
zation purposes too, as partieularly
sound, especially if the operations
were spread over a number of years.

Again I feel ihat when public works are
about to be pnt in, the distriets that are to
be affected should have some knowledge of
the proposzed works, which should not be
sprung upon themn ut short notice; they
should he given opportunity ie make pro-
vision for future development. This shoukl
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be capable of arrangement, particularly as
BMr. Collicr pointed out to the Agent Gen-
eral, that the turning of the corner has heen
achieved. The position of the group scttlers
in the South-West sccmns to be giving grave
concern to those who have an intimate know-
ledge of the situation. I represent some
group settlers, but I :un glad fo say that so
far from being dissatistied, they appear to
be imbued by some mensure of satisfaction.
1 feel that 0s a result of the receng writing-
down, those settlers on the Peel and Bate-
man estates will be able to make good. T
certainly think their present valuations are
high enough, and there may be eases where
the valuations could he further reduced.
Howover, it is only to be expected that in a
scheme of such magnitude some anomalies
showld arise in the course of a writing-down*
The settlers I represent are in a different
position from those represented by the mem-
ber for Sussex and the member for Nelson.

The Minister for Lands: Do you eall
gifts of public moneys anomalies?

Mr. McLARTY: 1 say that in eouneetion
with the writing down there may be some
anonaliocs.

The Minister for Lands: But surely gifts
of £1,000 are not anomalies?

Mr., MeLARTY: The Minister is talking
about gifts, but if one has not the remotest
hope of getting anyihing back, T wonld not
regard them as gifts.

The Minister for Lands: If your bank
were to give you a writing-down of £1,000,
I suppose yon would regard it as an over-
duafi?

Mr. MeLARTY: T am not afraid of any-
thing like that happening. However, as T
say, the settlers I vepresent are on a dif-
ferent footing from those represented by the
members for Sussex and Nelson. The set-
tlers I represent have an assured market,
and so long as they ean hold it they will
have a good ehance of meeting their obli-
gabions. Tt i5 not wmy intention to offer any
hostile criticism of the Commissioners of
the Agricultural Bank, for I realise that
they are faced with a most diffienlt task.
When the Agrienltural Bank Bill was before
the House I did noi fee] inelined to bhave
anything to say upon it, for 1T would very
much rather offer something construetive
than indulge in destructive eriticism caleu-
lafed to embarrass or hinder the Agrieultural
Bauk Commissioners in their very dilicult
position. In an endeavour to offer some-
thing construetive, T would ask the Minister
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for Lands if it be not possible say, for three
years, to bring about a further reduetion
of interest; that is to say, for money used
for developmental purposes. I want to make
this point alse, that the Bank Commis-
sioners’ claim for a half-year’s interest up
to the 30th June last is resented by the
settlers, who declare that they have paid
that interest. The legality of the payment is
also questioned, and legal advice states that
the Commissioners have no elaim.  That
matter should be cleared up, and cleared
up quickly, If the Commissioners are en-
titled to that interest, T suggest that it would
have been a better plan to capitalise the
first half-year’s inferest, and thercby give
the settlers a clear start. A request has
come from the seftlers that an appeal hoard
should be established. The Bank Commis-
stoners rightly state that the Act does not
give them power to create an appeal board,
but I believe that an appeal board would
henefit both the Bank and the settlers.

The Minister for Lands: An appeal board
for what?

Mr. MeLARTY : In regavd to valuations,
evictions and general matters.

The Minister for Lands: Do you think the
Bank of New South Wales would give you
an appeal board?

Mr, McLARTY: I do not know what the
Bank of New South Wales would do, exeept
that they would hear me if I had a ecom-
plaint.

The Minister for Lands: Would the Wes-
tralian Farmers give their debtors an appeal
hoard?

Hon, C. . Latham: They would go to the
court,

Mr, MeLARTY : I do not want to see an
appeal board established in order to take
away the authority from the Commissioners,
for I do not wish to weaken the power of
the Commissioners.

Hon, €. G. Latham: The Minister knows
of the appeal bhoard that was held on
the goldflelds when an adverse deeision was
given by the Arbitration Court.

Myr. MeLARTY : The railway men bave an
appeal board, the eivil servants have an
appeal board, and I think the sustenance
workers also have an appeal board. If it
he right that those bodies should he entitled
fo an appeal, why is it that the settlers can-
not have the same privilege?

The Minister for Lands: If a debtor owed
yvou money and did not want to pay it, wonld
you give him the right of appeal?
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Mr. MecLARTY: I think T should have
justice from my debtors. The Mortgagees’
Rights Restriction Aet, and other Acts, have
been passed in order to apply to such eir-
eumstances. Again, the Minister, if he would
have a further illustration, agreed that the
returned soldiers should have their own rep-
resentative at the Agricultural Bank in order
to place their cases before the Commission-
ers. If it be right for the returned soldiers
——and there can be no question about it—
the group scttlers also might well have a
representative at the Bank. The Minister
shakes his head. I ask the Minister to ex-
plain why appeal hoards are set up for the
benefit of some organisations, but not for
the settlers under the Agricultural Bapk.
Another matter that is creating uneasiness
amongst the settlers is the question of the
procuration orders. I am nof standing here
suggesting that the settlers should not face
their obligations.

The Minister for Lands: Then you munst
be sitting down to if.

Mr. McLARTY : Before putting these pro-
curation orders into operation, I would give
a settler a chanee to meet his obligations. We
all like to handle the money we are earnd
ing, but these procuration orders do not give
that opportunity. There is another objec-
tion. They have the effect of destroying out-
side eredit.

Mr. Needham: There is a procurafion
order against your salary every year.

Mr. McLARTY: If a butter factory has
the first pull in the order that payments
are made, it means that settlers are unable
to secure credit from the storekeeper. That
difficulty will be inereased in future, becaunse
the storekeeper has beeu so badly hit by the
present adjustment of debts. There is no
question that the country storekeeper has
had o ¢arry a heavy burden in connection
with the adjustment of debts. T suggest that
the settler, if he prefers to meet his com-
mitments by paying them himself, should be
given that opportunity. Then, if the Bank
Commissioners think he is not acting as he
should, they could use the procuration
orders. I shall leave any further references
te group settlement matters to the member
for Sussex and the member for Nelson. I
believe that the Commissioners desire to act
fairly and are out to secure a satisfactory
solution of the present difficulties. Tha
member for North-East Fremantle (Mr. Ton-
kin) referred to child endowment. T agree
that the time has arrived when we should
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do something to help ihe parents of large
families. The Commonwealth is faced with
a declining birth rate and there is no coun-
try in the world more in need of natural
inercase of population than is Australia.
Here, ngain, the defence position arises. Tt
may be said that this is a Commonwealth
matter; I think it ig also a State matter. We
would be justified in putiing into opera-
tion some scheme to help the family man.

Mr. Tonkin: Would you agree to addi-
tional taxation for that purpose?

Mr. MeLARTY : Although I disagree with
ingreased taxation, 1 think I would favour
additional taxation to help those people who
are trying to bring up big families. I know
that some scheme of national insurance 1S
mooted, and I hope it will soon be put into
operation, but 1 still think thet same speetal
consideration should be given to the mem:.
and women who are endeavouring to rear-
large families.

Hon, C. G. Latham: You think our pri-
nmarv industries can be still further taxed®

Mr. McLARTY: When I mentioned the
subject 1 said I did not know where sucls
assistance could come from.

Mr. Cross: You agree with taxing the
other fellow?

Mr, McLARTY: No, I do not, but I ame
making a special plea for the man with
a large family. Where sunch assistance is.
to come from is a matter for the respective
Glovernments to decide.

Mr, Thorn: The Commonwealth Govern-
ment provide superannnation for eivil ser-
vants’ families.

Mr. MeLARTY: Yes, and I wish we
could do something of the kind here.

Hon. C. (. Latham: It is deducted from
their salaries.

Mr. McLARTY: During the eleetion
campaign I heard some very good sugges-
tions from candidates to encourage tourisk
traffic in Western Augstralia. I was sur-
prised to read of the small amouni ex-
pended in this direction. In reply to a
question by the member for Albany (Mr.
Hill) it was stated that the expenditurc
for advertising over a number of years
had been very small. If we could issue
attractive hooklets to advertise the attrae-
tions of this State, as is done in New South
Wales, and they were placed on overseas
and interstate boats, a considerable sum of
money would be derived from tourist traf-
fic. 1 hope that during the present sessiom
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a measure will he infreduced fo deal with
third-party  risks. The time has come
when something should be done to protect,
not only the wmolorist who does insure,
but alse the pedeztrian.  Most motorists
willingly tax themselves in order to give
protection, but a small percentage are still
not covered and are a danger on the road.

The AMinister for Mines: And iff they
have any assets they are very foolish not
to cover themselves.

Mr, McLARTY: Yes. The member fov
Katanning (dlr. Watis) suggested that the
hospital tax should be inereased in order
that free treatment might be given to all
wlo enter hospitals.

Mr. Needham: Nationalisation of health?

Me MeLARTY @ The Leader of the Oppe-
sition nsked me if 1 lked the idea of in-
creased faxalion. T do not like it, and [
hope I shall not be asked this session to
support any increase.

Mr, Tonkin: He should not have put
vou in a fix like that,

Mr. McLARTY: To provide free hospi-
tal  ageonmmnodation  for all, T think
the finaneial cmergeney  tax  should be
decreased Lefore  the hospital tax
is  increased. A moment ago  the
member for Perth interjected. When
‘the houn. member speaks, he makes com-
parisons between the work of the Giovern-
ments he has supported and the record of
-the National-Country Pavty Government.
{He never takes into account the improved
economie conditions; he did not say any-
thing of the extra amount of taxation re-
ceived by the present Government, or of
the increased grants from the Common-
wealth, or of the difficulty whieh the Gov-
ernment I supported experienced te obbain
even loan money-

My, Needham: I thought vou knew all
ahout it.

Mr. M¢LARTY: I know a good deal
ahout it; I was here when the hon. wmem-
her was not, and T appreciated the diffi-
culties that confronted the Government at
that time. 1 wonder if the hon. member
will adopt the same attitude when the Fed-
vral elections arrive,

Mr. Needham: I
when T come to it

Mr. MeLARTY : I feel sure that the hon.
member will speak of the great finaneial
diffculties cxperienced when the Scullin

will take that fenece
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Government were in power. I suggest that
the time las arvrived when something
should be done towards completing the
Houses of Parliament. We are eertainly
short ol necessary accommodation. If na
visitor gones to see o private member while
the House is sifting, it is diflicult to find
accommodation where the visitor may be
reeeived.  We are justified in making some
additions te this Hounse now. The State
possesses its own  brickworks, and large
numbers of bricks are often available there.
It does not seem to he a difficult matter to
arrange the (inanee to mect the cost of
the inereased aceommodation that is so
hadly needed. In common with other mem-
hers T very mueh regret that the former
Premier (Hon. P. Collier) has had to re-
linquish office on acconnt of ill-healith. T
hope he will seon be restored, The Gov-
crnment have suffered very severe losses
during the past few mouths. The member
for Boulder is no longer the Leader. Mr,
McCallum has left polities, and Mr. Ken-
neally is out of Parlimment for the time
heing. We on this side ot the Hlonse have
alzo hud our losses. Some time ago I heard
the Minister for limployment and Indus-
tries speaking over the air. He urged the
clectors to support the Collier Government.
lle pointed out that one reason why they
should be supported was that they had the
ability to administer this country, whereas
we had lost most ol our best men and had
not. the ahility to form a Governinent.

Hon. C. (. Tatham: I heard the snggos-
tion that they should keep in the mess
they were in.

Mr. MeLLARTY : Leaders come and lead-
erg go, but T always fecl there is somcone
who will take the place of those who have
gone. Despife the faet that we have lost
so heavily in our leaders during the past
two vears, I still think there is suilicient
ability in the Chamber to guide the destin-
ies of Western Australin. When the ocea-
sion arises, as no doubt it will, I feel that
we shall quickly prove that we have suf-
ficient ahility to form a very exeellent GGov-
ernment. I have no wish to indulge in
parochial fuestions this cvening, but there
15 one urgent matter to which T wish to
refer, namely the shortage of watwr for
the irrigation areas. Thousands of aeres
have had to be cxeised for lack of waier,
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The Minister for Mines: Have you not
had enough during ihe last 24 days?

Mr. McLARTY : This month has heon all
richt. Thousands of ueres have had to be
taken out of the irrigation area because of
a shortage of water. Many of the settlers
were looking forward to irrigating their
holdings and preparving for it. The posi-
tion represents a very serious loss to the
people concerned. I am sorry the Minis-
ter for Country Water Supplies is not pre-
sent this evening. At the lirst opport inity
I intend to bring this matter undcr his
notice and hope he will make a statement
concerning it. I could have dealt with
other matters of local intercst, but do not
intend to do so. 1 will bring them under
the notice of the Minister concerned when
the opportunity arises.

On motion by M.
journed.

Boyle, dehate ad-

House adjowrned at 8.55 p.m,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
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The SIPFREAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pann, aund read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE INSURANCE
OFFICE.

Mr. WATTS asked the Treasurer: 1,
IWhat was the revenne received by the State
Insurance Office for premiums on workers’
eompensation msurance of all kinds during
the financial years 1933-34, 1934.33, and
1935-36? 2, During the same periods, what
was paid out in respect of workers’ com-
pensation claims of all kinds? 3, During
the same periods what was the ecost of
admintsfration apportioned to such insur-
ance and settlement of cloims?

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS (for the
Treasurer) veplied: 1, 1933-34, £128,335;
1934-35, £174,419; 1935-36, £242,996. 2,
1933-34,  £111,407; 1934-35,  £148,033;
1935-36, £173022. 3, 1933-34, £2,636:
193435, £3,148; 1935-36, £3,796.

QUESTION—-RAILWAYS.

Medical F.ramination of Eniployees.

Mr. HEGXNEY asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Ts it a faet that any new em-
ployee of the Commissioner of Railwavs at
the Loco. Workshops, Midland Junetion, has
to undergo a medical examination hefore
heing engaged? 2, What is the reason or
necessity for such examination? 3, How
much is such cmployee charged for the
examination? 4, Ts the fee charged retained
by the examining doctor, or is it placed inio
a speeial fund under the jurisdiction of the
Commissioner?

The MINTSTER FOR LAXDS (for the
Minister for Railways) replied: 1, Yew. 2,
To ensure that any appointee is physically
it. 3, Five shillings, provided le is
aceepted for appointment. 4, It is paid to
Railwayv reserve.



